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Vaccination Week in the Americas 2022: “Are You Protected? Get All Your Shots”
Maite Vera Antelo, Gabriela Andraca, Alba Maria Ropero, PAHO-Washington, DC
The 20th Vaccination Week in the Americas (VWA)
was celebrated from 23-30 April 2022, with the call to
action "Are you protected? Get all your shots. This
year's VWA campaign set out to support countries in
closing immunization gaps, wherever they are. The
main objective was to reach those who have not yet
received the full benefits of routine immunizations
and/or the COVID-19 vaccine and to accelerate the
achievement of WHO's global goal of vaccinating 70%
of the population in all countries of the world.
VWA in the countries of the Region
As a result of activities carried out under the VWA
umbrella, more than 1.03 billion people have been
vaccinated against multiple diseases over the past 20
years. In 2021 and 2022, countries have also used VWA to continue vaccination efforts against
COVID-19.
For the 20th birthday of VWA, 44 countries and territories in the Region participated in this
initiative with the goal of reaching more than 139 million people to ensure vaccination against
vaccine-preventable diseases, including COVID-19.
According to national plans reported this year:
- 17 countries in the Region used VWA to continue COVID-19 vaccine administration efforts,
administering more than 12 million doses during this week.
- 22 countries and territories planned to use this year's campaign to strengthen national
immunization programs and administer multiple vaccines to improve vaccination coverage
that has been affected by the pandemic.
Vaccination Week in the Americas has become a key driver of immunization progress in the
Americas and has given countries an annual opportunity to highlight the essential work of national
immunization programs. VWA is an exceptional example of what can happen when countries work
together, across national borders and in different languages, to improve the health of their
populations and leave no one behind.
For more information on VWA 2022, please visit www.paho.org/vwa
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Initial Results from Safety Monitoring Following COVID-19 Vaccination among
Pregnant Women in Guatemala and New Strategies for Continuation
Suceth Santamarina1, Ericka Gaitán1, Fernanda Velásquez2, Oscar Orantes2, Marc Rondy2
1
2

Department of Epidemiology, Guatemalan Ministry of Public Health
Pan American Health Organization GTM
Location

Guatemala

Dates

8 April 2022
40 participants including epidemiologists and healthcare workers involved in ESAVI monitoring in six health areas,
representatives from the Guatemalan Ministry of Public Health´s Reproductive Health program and Department
of Epidemiology, and representatives from PAHO-Guatemala.

Participants

Purpose

The main objectives of this meeting were to present results from ESAVI monitoring following COVID-19
vaccination among pregnant women in Guatemala from October 2021-March 2022, as well as identify gaps in
protocol implementation and opportunities for improvement.

COVID-19 vaccination among pregnant women in
Guatemala was implemented in late August 2021. As
part of national efforts to increase data on the safety
of COVID-19 vaccines in pregnant women, PAHO has
partnered with the Department of Epidemiology in
Guatemala’s Ministry of Public Health to establish
COVID-19 vaccine safety monitoring in this target
group, and provided ongoing support in data
analysis, technical advisory, and follow-up at the
national level.

Health personnel in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala met to
discuss COVID-19 vaccination among pregnant women with
local midwives.

The Department of Epidemiology held a virtual
meeting with local epidemiologists, healthcare workers, and national-level reproductive health
program staff to present initial results after four months of surveillance. Results showed that 25/29
health areas are notifying any ESAVI among vaccinated pregnant women, who have reported
mainly local injection site reactions. The meeting also offered an opportunity for epidemiologists
and staff directly involved in surveillance activities to discuss their experiences implementing postCOVID-19 vaccine safety monitoring in pregnant women, identify issues, and confer on protocol
modifications and new strategies to improve data quality.
Among the main concerns identified with implementing COVID-19 vaccine surveillance were
diminishing call volumes, missing fields in the questionnaire, lack of involvement from local
midwives, and lack of integration with national ESAVI surveillance information systems, among
others. Participants collaboratively discussed possible solutions, and new strategies and steps to
incorporate these into surveillance protocols. Following this meeting, the Department of
Epidemiology will publish an updated version of the surveillance protocol and design training
materials to provide updates to personnel involved at the local level.
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Strengthening Epidemiological Surveillance of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases in
Guatemala: Capacity-Building Workshops to Implement OBRA Recommendations
Ericka Gaitán1, Suceth Santamarina1, Fernanda Velásquez2, Coralia Cajas2, Oscar Orantes2, Marc
Rondy2
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Department of Epidemiology, Guatemalan Ministry of Public Health
Pan American Health Organization GTM
Location

Guatemala

Dates

31 March 2022
38 participants including representatives from the Guatemalan Ministry of Public Health’s Department of
Epidemiology, National Immunization Program (NIP), Integrated Healthcare System (SIAS), Information Systems
(SIGSA), National Health Laboratory (LNS), and Hospital Coordination Unit; health care workers and social work
personnel from five health areas and one national reference teaching hospital; Guatemalan Social Security
Institute (IGSS); Polio and Measles Eradication Committees; and representatives from the Guatemalan NITAG
(CONAPI), World Bank, and PAHO-Guatemala.

Participants

Purpose

The workshop objectives were to: discuss topics relevant to vaccine-preventable disease surveillance, review and
analyze recommendations made by the OBRA evaluation committee and other regional vaccine-preventable
disease committees to the Ministry of Health and implement these into a redesigned operational plan for vaccinepreventable disease surveillance for 2022-2023.

Following the 2019 detection of three vaccinederived poliovirus (VDPV) strains through
environmental surveillance in Guatemala, the
Ministry of Health implemented a series of
activities based on the National Poliomyelitis
Outbreak Response Plan. Their response was
evaluated by an independent committee
following the Global Polio Eradication Initiative’s
OBRA guidelines, who generated a series of
recommendations to be implemented by the
Ministry of Public Health to reduce the risk of
poliovirus reintroduction in Guatemala.
To implement these recommendations into the
2022-2023 work plans, the Department of
Epidemiology held a series of seven capacitybuilding workshops over a two-month period
covering topics relevant to vaccine-preventable
disease surveillance in Guatemala. Lectures were
presented by national and international experts,
both in-person and virtually, who also
participated in thought-provoking panel
discussions.
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Participants in the 2022 vaccine-preventable disease
capacity-building workshops implemented by the Guatemalan
Ministry of Public Health’s Department of Epidemiology.

Participants during one of the workshop lectures in
Guatemala City.
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Working groups were established to design specific work plans focusing on epidemiological
surveillance, immunization, information systems, health promotion, monitoring, and evaluation.
The workshops established a platform for key personnel to critically analyze the role of their units
in strengthening vaccine-preventable disease surveillance in Guatemala, as well as an opportunity
to collaborate and design an interinstitutional work plan.
The 2022-2023 work plan developed included suggestions to incorporate international
standardized case definitions, improve data collection, and strengthen inter-institutional
collaborations to support surveillance and vaccination efforts for vaccine-preventable diseases in
Guatemala.
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Regional NITAG Meeting
Jennifer Sanwogou, PAHO-Washington, DC
Location

Virtual

Dates

8 March 2022
140 participants from 23 countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay. Participants included NITAG members, EPI managers, CDC and PAHO.

Participants

Purpose

• Share updates on the Global NITAG Network (GNN)
• Share results of the last regional NITAG needs assessment
• Discuss NITAG challenges and identify main needs and priorities
• Explore the need to create a Spanish-speaking NITAG network in the Region

PAHO convened a regional NITAG meeting via Zoom, with TAG Chair, Peter Figueroa presiding the
meeting, and PAHO FPL Director, Andres de Francisco Serpa, opening the meeting by welcoming
all participants and encouraging the sharing of experiences and lessons learned among NITAGs to
improve and strengthen National Immunization Programs.
Presenter Magdalena Bastias (GNN) gave an update on the GNN, survey results conducted during
the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as informed the participants on new training materials and
assessment tools available on the GNN website. Key next steps for the GNN include fostering the
exchange of information between NITAGs and GNN, plan the fifth GNN meeting, participate in a
NITAG resource center audit, and trainings of trainers.
Presenter Jennifer Sanwogou gave a brief regional overview of the NITAGs in the Region of the
Americas and provided results of a 2020 NITAG needs assessment. Some key factors affecting the
functionality and sustainability of NITAGs, the access to information and quality of
recommendations, and the integration into policy decision-making processes include, among
others: 1) the lack of financial resources for NITAG activities; 2) the lack of public information on
recommendations and working processes; and 3) a lack of formal processes and communication
challenges.
A four-question survey was shared with NITAG members during the meeting to get an updated
perspective of NITAG opinions given the current COVID-19 pandemic. Most of the participants
noted that having a legal framework and being transparent with the public are critical to
strengthening NITAGs.
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Sharing Lessons Learned on Monitoring Vaccination Coverage in Urban and PeriUrban Populations of Large Cities in the Region: Locate to Vaccinate!
Martha Velandia, Immunization data team, PAHO
Location

Virtual

Dates

4-5 May 2022

Participants

102 participants, representing 35 cities from 10 countries in the Region: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,
Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, and advisors from PAHO's Comprehensive Family
Immunization Unit data team. The meeting was attended by authorities and technical teams from Expanded
Programs on Immunization (EPI), data management areas, and national and subnational levels in Ministries of
Health of the Region of the Americas.

Purpose

• Share lessons learned on the monitoring of vaccination coverage in urban and peri-urban populations of large
cities in the Region.
• During the meeting, experiences and strategies implemented in large cities were shared to improve the system
for monitoring and evaluating vaccination coverage in large cities, disaggregated at the neighborhood and locality
level. Effective and differentiated strategies are being established to increase immunization coverage in urban
and peri-urban populations, favoring universal access and good use of vaccines, reaching the unvaccinated in
accordance with the strategic priorities of the 2030 Immunization Agenda focused on coverage and equity, also
aiming at the revitalization of immunization programs by enhancing the use of digital tools in the analysis of
information.

Locate to vaccinate! is a statement that came from
the city of Bogota and represented the spirit of the
meeting, the result of which will make it possible to
advance in a proposal for a protocol to evaluate
coverage, through a methodology that will
incorporate geographic analysis in the monitoring of
vaccination to reach local territorial units within
each large city.
Through the experience shared in the presentations,
Meeting on monitoring vaccination coverage in urban and
it was possible to learn about the strategies and peri-urban populations of large cities in the Americas. Credit:
experiences that each city has implemented for PAHO.
vaccination monitoring at the neighborhood or smaller geographic unit level. As a result of the
group work, relevant inputs were obtained, identifying facilitating aspects, limitations,
requirements and needs to improve the analysis; key information to develop a proposal to support
the monitoring methodology and territorial analysis linked to vaccination records to assess
disparities in vaccination coverage in urban vulnerable groups, establishing essential elements for
the construction of a monitoring protocol to reach those neighborhoods where coverage has not
been achieved and to advance in vaccination equity, to leave no one behind!
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New Issue of PAHO’s Immunization Newsletter is Published
Martha Velandia, Octavia Silva, PAHO
In this edition of the Immunization Newsletter:
•
•

•

•

•
•

WPV1 in Malawi and Risk to the Region of the Americas
XXVII Meeting of PAHO’s Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on
Vaccine-Preventable Diseases COVID-19 Vaccination in
Indigenous Communities in Paraguay: A Differentiated Strategy
to Reach Vulnerable Groups
Strengthening the Cold Chain to Provide Access to COVID-19
Vaccines for Populations in Vulnerable Situations in the
Americas
CDC's STOP Program Recruits Global Public Health
Professionals to Support Polio Eradication and Other Emerging
Disease Threats
Vaccines and Syringes Purchased through the PAHO Revolving
Fund, 2022
First Annual Meeting of the Measles and Rubella Elimination Regional Monitoring and ReVerification Commission

This issue is available in English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French.
New issue: https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/56053
Previous issues: www.paho.org/immunization/newsletter
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Technical Cooperation for EPI in Cuba to Cope with the COVID-19 Pandemic
PAHO-Cuba
On 11 March 2020, after the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a
pandemic, Cuba confirmed the first cases.
This led to the reorganization of the
technical cooperation of the Department of
Family, Health Promotion and Life Course
(FPL), in order to participate and accompany
the country's response in vulnerable groups,
such as children, adolescents and the
elderly.
New refrigerators for EPI in Cuba. Credit: PAHO/WHO

For the Expanded Program on Immunization
(EPI), through the project to strengthen effective vaccine management in the Region of the
Americas, with the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (Gavi), 400,600 1ml syringes
were purchased for administering COVID-19 vaccines; 500 thermos flasks with a double set of cold
packs for transporting vaccines; safety goggles; 200 domestic refrigerators with a capacity of 100200 liters; 80 WHO-prequalified refrigerators; and 1,580 continuous temperature recording
devices with an external reading device. In addition, 90,000 copies of the model for registering
Events Supposedly Attributable to Vaccination or Immunization (ESAVIs) were printed.
In addition, through emergency funds earmarked for immunization in response to COVID-19, 55
more prequalified refrigerators were acquired, which, like the previous 80, have a capacity of 98.5
liters for vaccine storage and an autonomy of more than 50 hours. With the 335 refrigerators
purchased between 2020 and 2021, the storage capacity at vaccination points will be increased by
more than 33,200 liters.
Different technical and training meetings were also held, such as: follow-up of the regional ESAVI
surveillance system; updating of online information reporting forms, such as the Electronic Joint
Reporting Form (eJRF); presentation of the WHO "CAPACITY" tool for specialists from the Ministry
of Public Health (MINSAP) and the Finlay Vaccine Institute, which consists of an evaluation to
establish immunization priorities.
Source for article: Pan American Health Organization. Boletín de la Cooperación Técnica Cuba:
"Andar la salud", January-April 2022. Cuba: PAHO; 2022 [accessed May 25, 2022]. Available at:
https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/55969.
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PAHO Publishes Regional Framework for the Monitoring and Re-Verification of
Measles, Rubella, and Congenital Rubella Syndrome Elimination in the Americas
Desiree Pastor, Gloria Rey-Benito and Pamela Bravo-Alcántara, PAHO
The Regional Framework for the Monitoring and ReVerification of Measles, Rubella, and Congenital Rubella
Syndrome Elimination in the Americas aims to guide Member
States and National Sustainability Committees on the
requirements and procedures for monitoring and re-verifying
measles and rubella elimination.
The Regional Framework maintains some elements from the
original 2011 Plan of Action for documenting and verifying
elimination, while providing sound and updated guidance
adjusted to new epidemiological scenarios. Endemic countries
will now have to document absence of measles virus
transmission for more than one year and the national capability
to sustain measles and rubella elimination, in order to meet the
criteria for re-verification.
The Framework also includes the template for country reports, a tool that operationalizes the
technical guidance and standard procedures of the Framework, so that countries annually submit
a body of evidence regarding their sustainability efforts.
The Framework was developed and critically reviewed by the Measles and Rubella Elimination
Regional Monitoring and Re-Verification Commission, a new body of independent experts
appointed in 2019 that will guide the process for re-verifying and monitoring the sustainability of
elimination.
This Regional Framework will remain flexible to adapt to country realities and to the measles and
rubella epidemiological context, which can be reflected with the inclusion of new surveillance
indicators and the availability of new laboratory diagnostic tests. As the Region of the Americas
continues to gain experience in the sustainability of elimination of vaccine-preventable diseases,
this Regional Framework will be updated accordingly.
URL: https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/55074
The Framework is also available in Spanish: https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/56039
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