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Role of civil society in the promotion of SSB taxes as
instrument of public health policies

Rachel Morrison, Senior Advisor, GHAI
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Clusters of work

® Health Systems Strengthening and
Budget Advocacy, including Data for
Health and Prevent Epidemics

® Food Policy and Nutrition, including
Cardiovascular Health and the Healthy
Food Policy Programme (Advocacy on
SSB Taxes, School food environments
and FOPWL)

® Injury Prevention, including Child
Drowning Prevention and Road Safety
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Phase 1
Analyze

Conduct a
Landscape Analysis

Set Your Policy Objective

Assess the Policy

Decision-making Pathway

Outcome:

Phase 4
Sustain

Meonitor Implementation
Defend Policy
Refine Campaign

outcome:
@ maintained
and improved, sup t
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Policy

Success

Build Partnerships
and Champions

Develop a Strategic Plan

Plan Communications

Qutcome:

Influence Decision Mak
Build Public Support
Counter Opposition

Outcome:
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Changing Policies to Save Lives

Civil Society Organizations

CSO’s because of their constitution and nature have a critical role to play
in supporting public health policies. Across the region there are several
CSQO’s that have been established to support evidence-based policy
implementation. GHAI works directly with CSO’s to assist in legislative
and policy reforms that have long lasting impact on the lives of people
across the region
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CSQO’s are critical in building
and sustaining stakeholder
support amongst key
groups, individuals, creating
powerful coalitions that can
support policy development
or implementation
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CSQO’s create high impact
engaging public i
communications includes ¢
advertisements, |
billboards, posts on social
media




e ST. KITTS AND NEVIS
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st Kitts :90% '
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CSO’s have been strong ﬁ /) :e:“m 1 4
supporters of evidence o o o =
generation, dissemination p—

OVERWEIGHT

and simplification w® ot | e

overweight are a major problem in St.
Kitts and Nevis

83% - felt that it was either very
important or important for the
Government to implement strategies to
tackle NCDs, obesity and overweight
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CSO’s have been ableto | g Y.
counter misleading claims o | A s, [ b S
by private sector interests i e

seeking to disrupt health
policy development
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CSO’s have been able to ol
create opportunities for WIFTE < (o =4 S ‘_{EDE':ERV.
young people to express 4 S A
themselves and share . ARy
their perspectives on their )
health needs.

BETTER
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CSQO’s play an important
role in maintaining the
prioritization of Public
Health policy issues on
government ministry
agendas
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CSO’s have supported
legal actions in defense of
public health policy
instruments.

It's time for government to enact

#HealthyFoodPolicies

for our children and our future

NOW IS THE TIME!
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“CSO’s by their very nature play an integral
role in creating and sustaining critical health
policy instruments like SSB Taxes”

R.Morrison- PAHO SSB TAX Workshop,
November 2023
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