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The information presented in this update is based on data provided by Ministries of Health and National
Influenza Centers of Member States to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) or from updates on
the Member States’ Ministry of Health web pages.

e In Canada, influenza activity is declining. Nationally, the ILI consultation rate was below expected
levels for this time of year. In the United States, at the national level, ILI activity was decreased but
remained above the baseline, and the proportion of deaths attributed to pneumonia and influenza
remained above epidemic threshold. In Canada, influenza A/H3 has predominated since the
beginning of the influenza season. In the United States, there has been a co-circulation of influenza
A and B.

e Influenza activity in Central America, the Caribbean, the Andean Region and the South Cone
remained low. There has been a co-circulation of influenza A and B.

Epidemiologic and virologic influenza update
North America

In Canada', in epidemiological week (EW) 10, overall influenza activity declined. In EW 10, the national
influenza-like illness (ILI) consultation rate decreased compared to the prior week and dropped below
expected levels. Children under 5 years of age had the highest ILI consultation rate (52.1 per 1,000
consultations). The percentage of samples positive for influenza was 14.9%, which represents a slight
decrease from the prior week (15.8%). Since the beginning of the influenza season, influenza A/H3N2 has
been the predominant strain circulating in Canada. In EW 10, of the positive tests reported (n=833), 34.1%
were unsubtyped influenza A, 33.9% were influenza A/H3N2, 24.1% were influenza B, and 7.9% were
influenza A/HIN1 2009. Among the other respiratory viruses, the proportion of specimens positive for
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) decreased slightly compared to the prior week and appears to have peaked
in EW 07.

In the United States?, in EW 10, at the national level, the proportion of outpatient consultations for ILI (3.0%)
was above the baseline, but decreased as compared to EW 09. At the regional level, eight of ten regions
reported ILI activity to be at or above their region-specific baseline. The proportion of deaths attributed to
pneumonia and influenza remained above the epidemic threshold. Eleven influenza-associated pediatric
deaths were reported this week. During EW 10, 21.1% of samples tested were positive for influenza
[influenza A/H3 (28.7%), influenza type B (27.1%), unsubtyped influenza A (22.8%), and influenza A/H1IN1
2009 (21.4%)]. Of characterized influenza B viruses, 93.9% belong to the B/Victoria lineage, which is
included in the 2010-2011 Northern Hemisphere vaccine, and 6.1% belong to the B/Yamagata lineage.

Caribbean

CAREC’, in EW 10, reported that the proportion of admissions for severe acute respiratory infection (SARI)
was slightly greater than one percent and stable compared to the prior week. Three SARI deaths have been
reported in the last two EWs, representing 2.4% of deaths in EW 10.

In Cuba, in EW 10 few respiratory viruses were detected and to date in 2011, influenza A/H3 has been the
predominant influenza virus circulating.

In the Dominican Republic, to date in 2011, parainfluenza has been the primary respiratory virus circulating.

In Jamaica, to date in 2011, influenza type B has been the predominant respiratory virus detected.

’ Participating CAREC member countries, which include, Barbados, Dominica, Jamaica, St Vincent and the Grenadines, St. Lucia and
Trinidad and Tobago, were assessed together



Central America
In Honduras, to date in 2011, small numbers of respiratory viruses have been detected.
South America — Andean

In Colombia, to date in 2011, there has been a co-circulation of multiple respiratory viruses, with influenza
A/H3 being the predominant influenza virus.

In Venezuela®, in EW 09, the number of acute respiratory infection (ARI) and pneumonia cases increased
slightly as compared to EW 08, remaining below the highest expected counts for this time of year. The
highest rates for both ARI and pneumonia were observed in those less than one year of age. Of a total of
134 samples tested, 57.5% were positive for influenza—76.6% influenza A/seasonal, 16.9% influenza/H1IN1
2009, and 6.5% influenza B.

South America — Southern Cone

In Argentina, to date in 2011, parainfluenza and adenovirus were the predominant circulating respiratory
viruses, and influenza A/unsubtyped was the predominant circulating virus among influenza viruses.
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CAREC

Graph A: SARI Admissions and SARI Admissions Rate per 100
Hospital Medical Admissions from Sentinel Sites in Select CAREC
Member Countries
Epidemiologic week 27,2010 to week 10, 2011*
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Graph E - Laboratory Confirmed Influenza Cases by Type and
Subtype
CAREC Member Countries
Epidemiologic week 27,2010 to week 9, 2011*
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Cuba
Distribution of respiratory viruses under surveillance by EW
2010-2011, as reported to PAHO

Dominican Republic
Distribution of respiratory viruses under surveillance by EW
2010-2011, as reported to PAHO
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Jamaica

Distribution of respiratory viruses under surveillance by EW
2010-2011, as reported to PAHO
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Honduras
Distribution of respiratory viruses under surveillance by EW
2010-2011, as reported to PAHO
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Colombia
Distribution of respiratory viruses under surveillance by EW
2010 - 2011, as reported to PAHO

g
g
K 2
g €
g 8
z
135 7 91113151719212325272931333537394143454749511 3 5 7 9 11
Epidemiological Week
- RSV [ Adenovirus I Parainfluenza Flu A (not subtyped
[0 Flu A Seasonal (H3) [ Flu HIN1 (pandemic) [ FluB =% Positives
Venezuela
Numbers of Acute Respiratory Disease Numbers of Pneumonia
Cases, Venezuela, 2010-2011 Cases, Venezuela, 2010-2011
. Grafico N* 2
o
Crafico I 2 Infecciones Respiratorias Agudas
Canal Endémico 2005 - 2011 C“““E:"E'"'ﬁ 22;"]‘:5:"2“"
Venezuela 2011 nezuela,
T I8N0
Lt
—— P WA - ~ _— f’fﬂ\‘
P il Mk PRV, plir ln-.-l"
i W W T i~ 1 .-l-r“h Hw \n-'\.“,--' .\
el al A 500 II
e Lptllpee 0 I |
= W gala T TN g pa SRRy £ o '1
[} 1 T
= H WM W 8 H '"--"'""""""l.ul“-""'“ .,
o I \\ soore g S Ty ey PO i aas W
a
SRS AR R TR 0 RN 08 o A7 0 A0 20 00 D T D 5 0 T A A AR T R B o
[ ———— IERREERREL T SHTEAH AT B R R 144
=01 ~#=iin Esp. & Esperados - M Esp SEMAMAT CPOOMOUIGIZAS
Furaia: 0 rmie g g g i s gl e gt [==Fir3 il == Esp. ‘B Egperados - hiay Esp.
2011 —e— Min. Esp. —=— Esperados —a—Max Esp. Pomty: Bemiond s iyl et




South America — Southern Cone

Argentina
Distribution of respiratory viruses under surveillance by EW
2010-2011, as reported to PAHO
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Canada FluwWatch Report. EW 10. http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/fluwatch/
2 USA. Surveillance Summary. Week 10. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
% Venezuela. Boletin epidemioldgico. SE 09. Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Salud.



