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BACKGROUND

• GBV Strategy published August 2012

• Whole-of-government strategy

– Leadership by Department of State and USAID

– Includes Departments of Treasury, Defense, Justice, Labor, 
and more

• Executive Order (E.O.), August 10, 2012: Preventing 

and Responding to Violence Against Women and 

Girls Globally

– E.O. called for evaluation within 18 months and at 3 years

– 3-year evaluation to inform an update to strategy



Gender-based Violence Definition

This strategy defines “gender-based violence” as 
violence that is directed at an individual based on his or

her biological sex, gender identity, or perceived 

adherence to socially defined norms of masculinity and

femininity. 

It includes physical, sexual, and psychological abuse; 
threats; coercion; arbitrary deprivation of liberty; and 
economic deprivation, whether occurring in public or 
private life.



GBV Strategy Objectives

1. To increase coordination of gender-based violence 
prevention and response efforts among United States 
Government agencies and with other stakeholders.

2. To enhance integration of gender-based violence 
prevention and response into existing United States 
Government work.

3. To improve collection, analysis, and use of data and 
research to enhance GBV prevention and response 
efforts. 

4. To enhance or expand U.S. Government programming

that addresses GBV.



USAID Implementation Plan: Strategic Goals

1. Mainstream and Integrate 
Gender-based Violence 
Prevention and Response 
Activities into Work Across 
Sectors

2. Sharpen Program Priorities 

3. Expand Collaborative Efforts



GBV Strategy: USAID’s 3-year Evaluation Activities

• GBV Key Issue: Review and Analysis of Annual 
Reporting

– Review of narratives and indicators

– Content analysis of narratives

• Survey to USAID Staff – June 2015

• External Stakeholder Meeting – July 2015

GOALS: 
(1) track progress
(2) identify challenges
(3) plan the way forward
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Topline Findings

• USAID reached > 5 million survivors since FY 2012

• 26% increase in countries reporting

– 36 to 44 missions  FY 2013 to 2014

– Efforts to address GBV reported in all regions

• Increased integration across sectors





Responsible, Engaged and Loving 
(REAL) Fathers Initiative

GBV Incentive Funds

• 36 priority 
countries 
identified

• Since 2012, $17 
million support 
GBV activities in 
15 countries



Challenges
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Next Steps and Recommendations

• Continue to improve coordination at multiple levels

• Capacity Building

• Invest in research through long-term commitments

• Expand programming using sector-specific resources

• Use incentive funds to emphasize prevention, 
innovation, and potential for scale

• Continued analysis

• Expand sector reviews



THANK YOU!

USAID Implementation of 

United States Strategy to Prevent and Respond to 
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