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Breast Cancer Statistics (Worldwide) 

Rank Country Rate per 100,000 (World) 

1 Belgium 111.9 

2 Denmark 105.0 

3 France 104.5 

4 The Netherlands 99 

5 Bahamas 98.9 

6 Iceland 96.3 

7 United Kingdom 95.0 

8 Barbados 94.7 

9 United States of America 92.9 

10 Ireland 92.3 

World Cancer Research Fund International  2012 
* 27% BRCA1 / BRCA2 



The Bahamas 

• 700 islands 

• 2,400 cays 

• 760 miles 

• 30 islands inhabited 



Population 
Bahamas 351,461 

New Providence*** 246,329 

Grand Bahama 51,368 

Abaco 17,224 

Eleuthera 8,202 

Andros 7,490 

Exuma 6,928 

Long Island 3,094 

Bimini 1,988 

Harbour Island 1,762 

Spanish Wells 1,551 

Cat Island 1,522 

Census 2010 



Population Distribution 

Sex # % 

Male 170,257 48 

Female 181,204 51 

Age 

45-64 68,121 19 

> 65 21,629 6 

Total 89,750 25 

Census 2010 



Health Care Facilities 

• 3 major hospitals (tertiary) 

• 4 ambulatory centers 

• 5  Gastroenterologists  



 
SITE 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 TOTAL  

  

BREAST 84 93 90 95 89 451 

CERVIX 27 21 25 16 6 95 

UT, OV,VAG 17 17 29 21 23 107 

PROSTATE 65 87 86 74 70 382 

HEAD & NECK 37 25 19 20 30 131 

COLORECTAL 42 46 41 45 56                        230 

GASTRIC 20 20 10 19 16 85 

LUNG 13 14 8 13 25 73 

BLOOD/MYELOMA/HODGKINS/LYMPHOMA 19 29 8 17 13 86 

SKIN 21 25 25 16 13 100 

LIVER 5 3 3 4 1 16 

PANCREAS 4 1 ~ 0 ~ 5 

UNKNOWN  11 12 5 11 9 48 

BRAIN O 2 7 4 5 16 

KIDNEY 2 3 6 4 9 24 

BLADDER 7 4 7 7 10 35 

OTHER 9 12 7 8 15 51 

TOTAL 386 416 377 374 390 1943 

Gray-Stuart 2010 



Colon Cancer 
Bahamas 2012-2014 

191 
CASES 

3 - Y E A R  
P E R I O D  

Males 
5 5 %  ( n = 1 0 8 )  

1.3:1 
M : F  

R AT I O  

Females 
4 5 %  

( n = 8 3 )  

1 6 . 5 / 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

I N C I D E N C E  
R AT E  

Cooper et al. 2015 



C o l o r e c t a l  C a n c e r  b y   
Tu m o r  L o c a t i o n  

41% 

31% 

17% 

Cooper et al. 2015 
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CRC Screening Guidelines 

C A N C E R  
P R E V E N T I O N  

C A N C E R  
D E T E C T I O N  

P R E F E R R E D  
S T R AT E G Y  

• COLONOSCOPY every 
10 years 

• Fecal 
Immunochemical 
Test for blood 
annually 

A LT E R N AT I V E S  

• Flexible Sigmoidoscopy 
every 5 to 10 years 

• CT Colonography every 
5 years 

• Annual  
     Hemoccult Sensa 
• Fecal DNA testing 

every 3 years 

ACG 2009 



Colon Cancer Screening 

• Hemoccult Sensa 

• Barium enema 

• CT Colonography 

• Optical Colonoscopy 



Quality Assurance, Coverage and 
Follow-up 

• Quality assurance: ? 

• Coverage: No equity for screening 

• Follow up: as per physician 



Adenoma 
Detection  

Rate 
App 



Quality Assurance, Coverage and 
Follow-up 

• Quality assurance: ? 

• Coverage: No equity for screening 

• Follow up: PCP 



Challenges 

• Poor physician compliance 

• Uneducated public 

• Access 

• Financial barriers 

• Limited resources 
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Opportunities 

• National Health Insurance  

• Universal Health Coverage 

-Education 

-FIT  

-Public private partnership 
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Thank You 


