
350,000 

30 min  
Flight 



Gynecological Malignancies & 

Breast Cancer Trends 2000 - 2014 

Princess Margaret Hospital 

Nassau, The Bahamas   

 

                                                      

Raleigh Butler MD 



Gynecological Malignancies & Breast 

Cancer Trends  2000 - 2014 

• Institutional Data only 

• Bahamas Breast Initiatives Foundation  

2011-2014 

• Cancer Registry at PMH  

• Nothing to Declare 



Out patient services 



Out patient services 

• Gyne Onc Clinic  

 

• Colposcopy Clinic 

 

• Out patient 
chemotherapy  

 

 

 



Gynecologic Cancer Trends 2000-2014 



Breast Cancer Trends for �Years 
2000 to 2014 



 
 
 

Gynecologic Malignancy 

Trends 
•Cervix Cancer slight decrease 

 
•Uterine Increasing 

 
•Vagina and vulva stable 

 
•Ovarian Cancer Stable 

 
•Breast Cancer increasing slightly 

 
 



Cervix Cancer: The Bahamas  

• <10% screened 

• 48 Yrs. Average Age 

• 48% Diagnosed <50 yrs. 

• 75% > Stage 3 disease 

• 50% of Cervix Ca Deaths <18months 

• 15% Urological and/or GI 

manifestations 

 



Compliments Dr Stokes 



Colposcopy Expands to SBHC 



 





 

Gynecological Malignancies  
Age at Diagnosis & Primary 
Site Report  2000 - 2014 

 

                                                      

 

Breast Cancer Cases  

Primary Site Report  2000 - 2014 

 

The Bahamas Breast Cancer Initiative Foundation 

BRAC Data –  2011 - 2014 
                        



GENETIC CANCER ASSESSMENT & COUNSELING  

• The Bahamas Breast Cancer Initiative Foundation:  

• Public Private Partnership.  

• Genetic testing (saliva sample) & Counseling:  

o Breast & Ovarian Ca 

o Unaffected relatives: BRCA1 or BRCA2 Mutation. 

•  23-27%: breast cancer with BRCA1 or 2 mutation 

•  BRCA Mutations: Highest in the World 



BRCA Bahamas 

• 23-27% of Bahamian women with breast cancer carry a 
BRCA1 or BRCA2 mutation1,2 

– Highest prevalence of BRCA mutations in world 

 

• Carrying a BRCA1/2 mutation causes genetic susceptibility for 
developing breast and ovarian cancer3 

 

50-85% 

12% 

20-40% 

2% 

1 Donenberg, Lunn, Curling, Turnquest, 

Krill-Jackson, Royer, Narod, and Hurley: 

Breast Cancer Res Treat (2011) 

 
2 Akbari, Donenberg, Lunn, Curling, 

Turnquest, Zhang, Narod, and Hurley: 

Submitted (2013) 

 
3 Chen and Parmigiani: J Clin Oncol (2007) 

  

 



GENETIC CANCER ASSESSMENT & COUNSELING  

Patients tested for BRCA gene mutation by the genetic counselor: 

TOTAL TESTED FOR BRCA MUTATION: 1567 
 

WOMEN WITH CANCER  
oBREAST CA POSITIVE   109 
oOVARIAN CA POSITIVE   13 
oMUTATIONS IN FAMILY AT RISK 30 
 

WOMEN WITHOUT CANCER    
o  FAMILY HISTORY    612 
o  NO FAMILY HISTORY    803 



Breast Cancer: The Bahamas  

•42 Yrs. Average Age 

•48% Diagnosed <50 yrs. 

•20% < 20yrs age 

•44% > Stage 3 disease 

•43% of Breast Ca Deaths <50yrs 

•23% BRCA Mutation 

 



EXPERIENCES & CHALLENGES 
• Late Disease 

• Cultural 

• Archipelagic Society 

• Screening uptake poor 

• Community Involvement  

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHALLENGES 
• Money 

 

• Manpower 

 

• Materials 

 

• R& D 

 

• Clinical Trials 

 

 



Opportunities 

• Community involvement 

• Prevention,Vaccines, etc 

• NHI & Universal Health Care 

• Palliative Care 



Radiation  

• Historically  
significant portion of 
treatments were  in 
Miami 

 

• Radiation Center 
Bahamas established  

 

• Accredited by the 
American College of 
Radiation Oncology 
(ACRO 



The New PMH: 2016 



Gynecologic Oncology Bahamas 

• Needed some relief 
from time to time as 
a solo practitioner  

Professor . Denny DePetrillo 





Where We Are Now – Bahamas 

 

Dr Raleigh Butler 

 

Dr Darron Halliday 

                              

February  6, 2015 



THANK YOU 


