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The Drug Inspectorate Unit: Finding in Supermarkets 
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The Drug Inspectorate Unit: Findings in Supermarkets 
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Criteria for Inclusion
• Drugs which are effective and safe in order 
to be used in the prevention, relief of 
symptoms, or treatment of mild diseases, 
and are easy to identify

• Drugs with broad safety range, in such a way 
that the administration of dosage higher 
than those recommended, does not 
represent a serious danger for the health of 
the patient

• Have a broad dosage margin, so it can be 
adapted at the age and weight of the patient

• Drugs that do not generate tolerance or 

dependency when are used and that are not 
susceptible of abuse

• When it is used in accordance with the 
instructions do not mask serious diseases, 
nor delay the diagnosis and treatment of a 
condition that requires of medical care

• Drugs of safe utilization in all the age groups 
of the population

• Dosage forms that are not of IV or IM 
administration

• Drugs whose active ingredient have been 
available for least 5‐10 years

Working Group on Drug Classification
Definition and Criteria to Apply to OTC Drugs 

http://www1.paho.org/english/ad/ths/ev/CM-DefinitionandcriteriaforOTC.pdf?ua=1
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OVER THE COUNTER MEDICATION FOR GENERAL SALE: FEBRUARY, 2018
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Areas Where Improvement is Needed 
Common Information Requirements for Drugs Over the Counter 

• Labelling and Required 
Documents

• Information to Include in the 
Primary Packaging

• Information to Include in the 
Secondary Packaging

• Information to Include in Insert  

http://www1.paho.org/english/ad/ths/ev/CM-
ComonInfo_requirements_OTC.pdf?ua=1
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Evaluation of Patient Leaflet
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Defining the Condition of Sale 
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•Antibiotic Sale by supermarkets
•Unauthorized distributors of medications

• Increased cooperation for authorized 
pharmaceutical importers and wholesalers

• Increased public awareness on the OTC List 
for General Sale in an effort to change the 
culture of purchasing medication in these 
establishments. 

HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGES?
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Areas Where Improvement is Needed 
Next Steps

• Revision of the OTC list schedules for February, 2019

• Terminology to be reviewed and redefined to minimize 
ambiguity

• Expansion of the List: classification as General Sale or 
Pharmacy Sale 
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THANK YOU

csamouge@health.gov.bz
dhsoffice@health.gov.bz 


