
 

 
Malaria Day in the Americas 2017 

3 November 2017, Friday, 1:00pm to 3:30pm 
Room B PAHO Headquarters Washington DC  

 
 
1:00 – 1:30 p.m.:  Registration / Arrival of Guests  
                    
1:30 – 2:00 p.m.:    Welcome: Dr. Francisco Becerra, Assistant Director, PAHO / WHO 
                        Opening Messages: 

 Dr. James Tielsch, Professor and Chair, Department of Global Health GWU-MISPH /  
Chair, Malaria Day and Malaria Champions of the Americas Secretariat 

 Ms. Alice Payne Merritt, Director, Technical Programs, Center for Communication Programs 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

 Ms. Patty Sanchez, Officer, Malaria Communications and Advocacy, Global Health, United 
Nations Foundation 

 Dr. Carlos Espinal, Director, Global Health Consortium, Robert Stempel College of Public 
Health & Social Work, Florida international University    

 Ms. Julie Wallace, Director of the Malaria Division, Bureau of Global Health, USAID 
 
2:00 – 2:45 p.m.: Forum: “Closing Local Gaps toward Malaria Elimination”  

Moderator: Ms. Annelise Hirschmann, Regional Manager Latin America and the Caribbean,  
                    Global Fund 
         Presenter (10 minutes):    

• “Diagnose-Treat- Investigate and Response (DTI-R): Operationalizing Malaria Elimination at the 
Local Level” - Dr. Roberto Montoya, Regional Malaria Advisor, PAHO/WHO 

Reactions from Stakeholders / Open Forum (3 minutes each): 
• Countries: Brazil, Dominican Republic, Haiti 
• Donor Agencies: IDB, USAID, BMGF 
• Partners: CDC, CHAI, the Carter Center 
• Others 

         
2:45– 3:10 p.m.:  Malaria Champion Short Films (Top 3 Finalists) 

Presenter: Dr. Matthew Lynch, Director, Malaria Vector Control Project, JHU-CCP 
• Brazil: Parque Nacional do Jaú (PNJ) Amazonas Project / FIOCRUZ 
• Brazil: Project " Eirunepé: from Chaos to Surveillance – Amazonas 
• Dominican Republic – Haiti: Binational Plan for Malaria Elimination in Hispaniola Island - 

Ouanaminthe-Dajabon Project  
 
 
3:10 – 3:25 p.m.:  Awarding Ceremonies for the Malaria Champions of the Americas 

Facilitator: Dr. Keith Carter, Chair, Malaria Champions of the Americas 2017 Jury 
Facebook LIVE:  www.facebook.com/PAHOWHO  

 
3:25 – 3:30 p.m.:  Closing:  Dr. Luis Gerardo Castellanos, Unit Chief, CHA/VT, PAHO 
 
 
3:30 – 5:30 p.m.:  Reception 

 
 
 
 

   

http://www.facebook.com/PAHOWHO


 

Malaria Day in the Americas 2017 
Organizing Team 

 
Head of Secretariat: Dr. James Tielsch, Director, GWU-MISPH 
 
Members: 
Ms. Nora Abdel-Gawad, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Dr. Maria Paz Ade, Advisor, Malaria Diagnostics and Supply Management |, PAHO 
Ms. Rend Altai, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Ritika Bhattacharya, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Cecile Brown, Pre-med Student, GWU 
Mr. Manuel Calvit, Video Technician, PAHO 
Ms. Janina Chavez, Administrative Assistant, PAHO 
Ms. Maria Claure, Administrative Assistant, PAHO 
Ms. Eskedar Dejene, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Ryland Devero, Senior Producer, Digital Strategy, Nothing But Nets, UN Foundation 
Mr. Alpha Diallo, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Mr. Dan Epstein, Communications Consultant, PAHO 
Dr. Rainier Escalada, Advisor, Malaria Policy Advocacy & Capacity Building, PAHO 
Dr. Blanca Escribano, Advisor, Malaria Elimination, PAHO 
Ms. Oluwadamilola Fowora, BS Public Health Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Rachel Henderson, Communications Manager, Nothing But Nets, Advocacy, UN Foundation 
Ms. Gabrielle Hunter, Program Officer, JHU-CPC 
Ms. Cortney Irwin, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Elizabeth Ivanovich, Senior Officer of Global Health, UN Foundation 
Ms. Daniela Lawton, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Leticia Linn, Advisor, Media Relations and Public Information, PAHO 
Ms. Cristina Mana, Specialist, Knowledge Management & Communications, PAHO 
Ms. Dana McLaughlin, Campaign Coordination, Nothing But Nets, Advocacy, UN Foundation 
Ms. Tigest Mekonnen, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Sonia Mey-Schmidt, Social Media Technician, PAHO 
Ms. Claire Nadolski, International Development Studies and MPH Student, GWU-ESIA and MISPH 
Mr. Erin Ndofor, Consultant, Regional Malaria Program, PAHO 
Mr. Sebastian Oliel, Specialist, Media and Communications, PAHO 
Mr. Ajibola Oyeleye, Visual Aids Technician, PAHO 
Ms. Silvia Padilla, Project Support Specialist, PAHO 
Ms. Danielle Rainis, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Connie Reynoso, Communications Specialist, PAHO 
Ms. Denisse Ileana Romero, Specialist, Institutional Branding Network, PAHO 
Mr. Harold Ruiz Pérez Castañeda, Video Technician, PAHO 
Mr. Juan David Sanchez, Website Technician, PAHO 
Ms. Patty Sanchez, Officer, Malaria Communications and Advocacy, Global Health, UN Foundation 
Ms. Taylor Scott, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Mr. Ary Silva, Advisor, Video Production and Editing, PAHO 
Dr. Prabhjot Singh, Specialist, Malaria Surveillance, PAHO 
Mr. David Fernando Spitz, Publications Assistant, PAHO 
Mr. Cameron St. Germain, MPH Student, GWU-MISPH 
Ms. Shaneka Thurman, Practicum Coordinator, GWU-MISPH 
Mr. Fletcher Vilt, Pre-med Student, GWU 

 
Technical Advisers:  
Dr. Luis Gerardo Castellanos, Coordinator, Prevention & Control of Communicable Diseases, PAHO 
Dr. Roberto Montoya, Regional Advisor on Malaria, PAHO 
 
 
 
 

 

 


