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Virtual Regional Meeting on the eJRF
Martha Velandia, Carilu Pacis, Pamela Burgos, Marcela Contreras – PAHO
Location

Washington, D.C.

Dates

18 February 2022

Participants

eJRF users

Purpose

Support the countries of the Region of the Americas in ensuring the quality of the data reported in the eJRF as an
official source for monitoring the new Immunization Agenda 2030, as well as regional plans and monitoring of
immunization in the Region.

This virtual meeting was attended by 159 eJRF
users from all countries of the Region of the
Americas. During the meeting, WHO’s eJRF
team presented the global context and the
importance of the eJRF as an official reporting
tool for monitoring and evaluating the 2030
Immunization Agenda. There was an emphasis
on how PAHO and countries utilize the
information shared through the eJRF for
technical decision-making.
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Additionally, the Region’s performance in terms of delivery, delivery opportunities, and quality of
reported data was reviewed, establishing challenges and areas for improvement. A special
emphasis was placed on the closure of forms and modifications to the review process to facilitate
feedback from all reviewers and to be able to conclude in a more timely and complete manner.
The meeting also considered experiences from
country representatives in the Ministries of
Health of Barbados and Paraguay, whom have
had excellent performances in the use and
delivery of information through the eJRF
platform. Dr. Karen Broome, immunization
advisor for the Caribbean subregion, and who
has the role of reviewer for 22 countries in the
subregion, also shared her experience. Sharing
these experiences underlined the high
Participants at Virtual Regional Meeting on the eJRF.
commitment from countries, as well as the
Credit: PAHO/WHO.
importance of prior preparation and collaboration among the various areas responsible for filling
out eJRF, improving the practices in using the tool, and complying with the commitments of
sending official information.
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The performance and uses of information from the monthly COVID-19 forms were also
presented, as well as how monitoring COVID-19 vaccination has been strengthened through
reports to PAHO and the development of dashboards and country reports.
The last part of the meeting was to inform on the activities planned for the new eJRF 2022
process. WHO presented changes in the form, as well as the dates and contents of the trainings
and webinars to strengthen improvements in eJRF data.

PAHO Publishes TAG Report on Tailoring SAGE’s Recommendations on COVID-19
Booster Doses to the Americas
Margherita Ghiselli, Octavia Silva-PAHO
Originally established in 1985 to discuss strategies for polio eradication,
PAHO’s Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Vaccine-Preventable
Diseases convened its 27th meeting on 27 January 2022 to tailor the
SAGE Roadmap to the requirements of the Americas and the strategic
use of COVID-19 booster doses.

https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/55781

PAHO Publishes Report from 35th Meeting of Caribbean EPI Managers
Jennifer Sanwogou, Octavia Silva-PAHO
The 35th Caribbean EPI Managers’ Meeting was held virtually from 3-5
November 2021. The meeting convened 71 participants from 28
countries and territories of the English, Dutch and French-speaking
Caribbean. Participants included representatives from the Ministries of
Health, the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA), the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) and the Pan American Health
Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO). The overall
objective is to analyze achievements for 2020, review the challenges of
2020 and 2021 in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, and plan
activities for 2022 while sharing country experiences on the
immunization program.
https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/55748
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PAHO Publishes Issue of the Immunization Newsletter in Honor of Recently Retired
Doctor Cuauhtémoc Ruiz Matus
Martha Velandia, Octavia Silva-PAHO
The Immunization Newsletter is published four times a year, in English,
Spanish, French and Portuguese by the Comprehensive Family
Immunization Unit of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO),
Regional Office for the Americas of the World Health Organization
(WHO).
The purpose of the Immunization Newsletter is to facilitate the exchange
of ideas and information concerning immunization programs in the
Region and beyond. References to commercial products and the
publication of signed articles in this Newsletter do not constitute
endorsement by PAHO/WHO, nor do they necessarily represent the
policy of the Organization.
This is a special issue of the Immunization Newsletter, as it is a compilation of dedications to
Cuauhtémoc Ruiz Matus, former chief of PAHO's Comprehensive Family Immunization Unit and coeditor of the Immunization Newsletter, who recently retired after 14 years leading the unit and
advancing immunization in the Region of the Americas. The issue includes personal dedications
from former colleagues, friends, as well as photos from different periods of his tenure at PAHO.
During Dr. Ruiz's tenure, progress was made in the areas of controlling vaccine-preventable
diseases, raising vaccination coverage, introducing new vaccines, supporting the Region during the
COVID-19 pandemic, was a seminole role in the Vaccination Week in the Americas campaign,
among other achievements.
This issue of the Immunization Newsletter is so far only available in Spanish, but will be available
in French, Portuguese, and English shortly.

3

PAHO Articles in WHOʼs
Global Immunization Newsletter (GIN)
PAHO Publishes New FAQ Document on COVID-19 Vaccines
Margherita Ghiselli, Octavia Silva-PAHO
Are COVID-19 vaccines effective against new variants? What does it
mean for a person to be fully vaccinated? This and other questions are
among the most frequently asked questions about vaccination against
COVID-19. In this sixth edition you will find answers to these and other
questions.
This document is currently only available in Spanish, but will soon be
available in English, French, and Portuguese, as well.
https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/55751
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