Hepatitis B and C in the Americas

What is hepatitis?
An inflammation of the liver most commonly caused by hepatitis

virus. There are five types (A. B. C. D and E) that can cause acute or
chronic infections and liver inflammation that can lead to cirrhosis,
liver cancer and sometimes death.

Situation
Viral hepatitis claims many lives and puts a heavy burden o
communities and health systems. Some 1.4 million pe
worldwide die every year from acute infections, liver canc
cirrhosis associated with hepatitis, similar to the number
deaths from HIV and tuberculosis.

In the Americas, more than 125,000 deaths each vye
associated with viral hepatitis, 99%0 of them due to h
B and C.
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What is PAHO/WHO doing?

PAHO/WHO is supporting countries' efforts to
improve surveillance and information systems for
viral hepatitis and to establish plans and programs
to address hepatitis prevention and treatment in
the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

PAHO/WHO is also promoting integrated preven-
tion, control, diagnosis, treatment and monitoring
of all hepatitis viruses.
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