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Introduction	  
	  
Noncommunicable	  diseases	   (NCDs)—including	  cardiovascular	  disease,	  diabetes,	  chronic	   respiratory	  
diseases	   and	   cancers—are	   the	   leading	   causes	   of	   death	  worldwide,	   including	   in	   the	   Region	   of	   the	  
Americas.	   Each	   year,	   an	   estimated	   4.45	   million	   people	   die	   from	   such	   diseases	   in	   the	   Region,	  
representing	   roughly	   three	  out	  of	   four	  deaths.	  More	   than	  200	  million	  people	   in	   the	  Americas	   live	  
with	  an	  NCD.	  	  
NCDs	  are	  more	  than	   just	  a	  health	  concern.	  The	  costs	  of	  chronic	  diseases	   in	  the	  Americas	  are	   large	  
and	  growing,	  and	  virtually	  no	  stakeholder	  group	   is	  untouched	  by	  this	  burden.	   Individuals,	   families,	  
communities,	   the	   public	   and	  private	   sectors	   are	   all	   affected	  by	   the	   costs	   of	   premature	   death	   and	  
disability	  as	  well	  as	  treatments	  and	  caretaking	  for	  those	  living	  with	  chronic	  disease.	  	  The	  burden	  is	  so	  
great	   because	   of	   the	   large	   numbers	   of	   people	   affected,	   especially	   those	   of	   working-‐age	  who	   are	  
taken	  out	  of	  productive	  employment.	  Without	  adequate	  prevention	  and	  early	  detection,	  these	  costs	  
only	   grow,	   as	   they	   require	   expensive	   treatments	   (e.g.	   surgeries,	  medications)	   and	   cut	   productive	  
lives	  short.	  	  
These	   health	   and	   financial	   losses	   are	   not	   inevitable.	   Options	   exist	   today	   for	   actions	   that	  
governments,	   civil	   society,	   and	   the	   private	   sector	   can	   take	   to	   substantially	   reduce	   these	   costs.	  
Nevertheless,	   choosing	   the	  best	  health	  and	  economic	  policies	   can	  be	  a	  daunting	   task.	   Since	  2011,	  
both	  the	  Pan	  American	  Health	  Organization	  and	  the	  World	  Health	  Organization	  have	  been	  working	  
with	   governments	   and	   such	   other	   partners	   as	   the	   Organization	   for	   Economic	   Cooperation	   and	  
Development	  ,	  the	  Public	  Health	  Agency	  of	  Canada	  ,	  and	  the	  Economic	  Commission	  for	  Latin	  America	  
and	  the	  Caribbean	  to	  strengthen	  the	  capacities	  of	  countries	  to	  generate	  and	  use	  economic	  data	   in	  
developing	  NCD	  interventions,	  with	  the	  aim	  of	  reducing	  mortality	  from	  these	  diseases.	  
In	   2013	   the	   PAHO	  Member	   States	   echoed	   those	   conclusions	   at	   the	  Organization’s	   52nd	  Directing	  
Council	  meeting,	  approving	  a	  resolution	  calling	  for	  support	  for	  research	  to	  build	  the	  knowledge	  base	  
on	  cost-‐effective	  and	  equitable	  policies	  and	  interventions	  to	  prevent	  and	  control	  NCDs.	  	  
This	  is	  the	  Third	  regional	  workshop	  dedicated	  to	  this	  specific	  area	  of	  interest.	  	  
In	   November	   2011	   PAHO	   held	   the	   first	   meeting	   jointly	   with	   WHO,	   OECD,	   ECLAC,	   PHAC	   and	   the	  
Ministry	   of	   Health	   of	   Mexico	   to	   take	   stock	   on	   what	   has	   been	   done	   in	   the	   Region	   on	   the	   latest	  
developments	  to	  generate	  evidence.	  Diverse	  initiatives	  were	  proposed	  including	  the	  preparation	  of	  a	  
guide	   for	   countries	   on	   using	  models	   and	   data	   for	   health	   and	   economic	   policy	   analysis	   in	   NCD;	   a	  
literature	  review	  on	  research	  conducted	  in	  the	  Region	  from	  a	  micro	  and	  macro	  point	  of	  view;	  and	  a	  
review	  of	   the	  evidence	  and	  methodological	  discussion	  on	   the	   link	  between	  NCDs	  and	  catastrophic	  
health	  expenditures.	  
	  The	   second	   one	   was	   held	   in	  Washington	   DC	   in	   June	   2013,	   as	   part	   of	   collaboration	   with	   Disease	  
Control	   Priorities	   Project	   (	   DCP3)	  where	  was	   taken	   stock	   of	   the	   latest	   advances	   on	   the	   agenda	  of	  
economic	   dimensions	   of	   NCDs	   in	   the	   Region	   and	   define	   the	   participation	   of	   researchers	   of	   the	  
Region	   who	   will	   contribute	   to	   the	   contents	   of	   the	   publication	   that	   will	   feed	   into	   the	   next	   DCP3	  
version.	  
This	   third	  workshop	  aims	   to	   to	   review	   the	  available	   information	   from	  the	  Americas	   region	  on	   the	  
economic	   aspects	   of	   NCDs	   and	   their	   risk	   factors;	   	   stimulate	   	   discussion	   on	   the	   new	   avenues	   for	  
assessing	  economic	  aspects	  of	  NCDs	  ,	  Launch	  the	  publication	  Applying	  Modeling	  to	  Support	  Health	  
and	   Economic	   Policy	   Decision-‐making	   in	   the	   Americas	   and	   identify	   priorities	   for	   future	  
collaborations	  in	  this	  topic.	  	  



	   	   	  

Specific	  Objectives	  	  
	  

• To	  discuss	  and	  exchange	  information	  on	  the	  economic	  burden	  of	  NCDs	  and	  associated	  risk	  
factors,	  such	  as	  obesity,	  tobacco,	  physical	  inactivity	  and	  unhealthy	  diets	  in	  the	  Americas.	  

• To	   present	   advances	   in	   the	   economic	   analysis	   of	   interventions	   to	   address	   NCDs	   and	  
associated	  risk	  factors	  in	  the	  Americas.	  

• To	  discuss	   these	  experiences	   in	   the	  Region	  and	  discuss	   the	   feasibility	  of	  applying	  different	  
models	   and	   tools	   for	   NCD	   economic	   analysis;	   and	   the	   implications	   for	   public	   policy	  
interventions.	  	  

Launch	   of	   the	   PAHO-‐	   OECD	   joint	   publication:	   Applying	   Modeling	   to	   Support	   Health	   and	  
Economic	  Policy	  Decision-‐making	  in	  the	  Americas.	  

Expected	  Outcomes	  

Identified	  priorities	  to	  conduct	  economic	  analyses	  on	  NCDs	  and	  their	  risk	  factors,	  for	  collaboration	  
among	  the	  various	  institutions	  involved	  in	  the	  workshop.	  	  	  	  
	  
Agenda	  

August	  24,	  2015	  
Day	  One	  
	  
08:30-‐09:00	   	   Participants	  register	  
	  
09:00-‐09:20	   	   Opening	  and	  welcome	  
	   	   	   	  

Anselm	  Hennis,	  Director	  of	  NMH,	  PAHO	  
James	  Fitzgerald,	  Director	  of	  HSS,	  PAHO	  

	  
09:20-‐09:30	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Objectives	  of	  the	  workshop	  

Branka	  Legetic,	  Regional	  Advisor	  of	  NMH,	  PAHO	  
	  

09:30-‐10:30	  	   Current	  and	  Future	  Economic	  Burden	  and	  Impacts	  of	  NCDs	  	  
Chair:	  George	  Alleyne,	  Director	  Emeritus	  PAHO	  
	  
Concepts,	  Terms	  and	  Methodologies	  –	  Jeremy	  Lauer,	  WHO	  
Economic	  Burden	  of	  NCDs	  –	  Mark	  McGovern	  and	  David	  Bloom,	  Harvard	  
University	  
Forecast	  of	  National	  Health	  Expenditures	  as	  Share	  of	  Gross	  Domestic	  Profit	  –
Tim	  Miller,	  CEPAL	  
Forecasting	  the	  Macroeconomic	  Effects	  of	  Chronic	  Disease-‐	  NCDs	  on	  the	  
particular	  economy	  and	  its	  impact	  on	  other	  economies	  of	  the	  world	  –	  Kakali	  
Mukhopadhyay,	  McGill	  University	  
	  

10:30-‐11:00	  	   Discussion	  
	  
11:00-‐11:15	   	   Coffee	  Break	  



	   	   	  

	  
11:15-‐12:15	   Social	  and	  economic	  Dimensions	  of	  NCDs	  

Chair:	  Tim	  Miller,	  ECLAC	  
Socio	  Economic	  Dimension	  of	  NCDs	  in	  the	  Americas	  by	  Sub	  Regions	  and	  
Countries	  –	  Jose	  Escamilla,	  PAHO	  	  
Indicators	  of	  Socio	  Economic	  Impacts	  of	  NCDs:	  Chile	  case	  study	  –	  Cristobal	  
Cuadrado,	  University	  of	  Chile	  

	  
012:15-‐12:45	  	   Discussion:	  Question	  and	  answer	  session	  

	  

12:45-‐14:00	  	   	   Lunch	  
	  
14:00-‐14:45	   Cost	  of	  Illness	  
	   Chair:	  Adolfo	  Rubinstein,	  Institute	  for	  Clinical	  Effectiveness	  and	  Health	  

Policy,	  Buenos	  Aires	  
	   Cost	  of	  Diabetes	  in	  Latin	  American	  Countries	  2014	  –	  Alberto	  Barcelo,	  Amparo	  

Gordillo-‐Tobar,	  Armando	  Arredondo,	  Anthony	  Qiang,	  PAHO/WHO	  
	   Cost	  of	  Cancer	  –	  Camilo	  Cid,	  PAHO	  
	   The	  Cost	  of	  the	  Tobacco	  Epidemic	  in	  Selected	  Countries	  in	  Latin	  America	  –	  

Andres	  Pichon-‐Riviere,	  Institute	  for	  Clinical	  Effectiveness	  and	  Health	  Policy	  
(IECS)	  

14:45-‐15:15	   	   Discussion:	  Question	  and	  answer	  session	  
	  
15:15-‐16:00	   	   Challenge	  of	  NCDs:	  How	  to	  achieve	  the	  best	  solutions	  
	   	   	   Chair:	  Andrew	  Moran,	  Columbia	  University	  

Best	  Buys	  as	  Cost	  Effective	  Interventions:	  Evidence	  behind	  –	  Jeremy	  Lauer,	  
WHO	  
Cost	  effectiveness	  of	  trans	  fat	  free	  elimination	  in	  Argentina	  –	  Adolfo	  
Rubinstein,	  Institute	  for	  Clinical	  Effectiveness	  and	  Health	  Policy	  
Using	  fiscal	  policies	  as	  a	  tool	  for	  achieving	  public	  health	  goals	  –	  The	  case	  of	  
tobacco	  taxation	  in	  Panama	  –	  Victor	  Hugo	  Herrera	  Ballesteros,	  Gorgas	  
Memorial	  Institute	  for	  Health	  Studies	  	  

	  
16:00-‐16:30	   	   Discussion:	  Question	  and	  answer	  session	  
	  
16:30-‐17:00	   	   Coffee	  break	  
	  
17:00-‐17:30	   Closing	  of	  Day	  One	  
	  
17:30-‐18:30	   	  
Launch	  of	  the	  PAHO	  OECD	  publication:	  Applying	  Modeling	  to	  Improve	  Health	  and	  
Economic	  Policy	  Decisions	  in	  the	  Americas:	  The	  Case	  of	  Noncommunicable	  Diseases	  

	  
Introduction	  by	  editors	  –	  Michele	  Cecchini,	  OECD,	  and	  Branka	  Legetic,	  PAHO	  	  
	  

Round	  table	  with	  the	  authors	  of	  the	  publication	  –	  Michele	  Cecchini,WHO,	  
Jeremy	  Lauer,	  WHO,	  Kakali	  Mukhopadhyay,	  McGill	  	  University,	  and	  Andrew	  
Moran,	  Columbia	  University	  

	  
18:30	   Cocktail	  (TBC)	  
	  



	   	   	  

August	  25,	  2015	  
Day	  Two	  	  
	  
09:00-‐10:00	   Challenge	  of	  NCDs:	  How	  to	  achieve	  the	  best	  solutions	  (Continued)	  
	   Chair:	  Michele	  Cecchini,	  OECD	  
	   Universal	  Access	  to	  Health	  and	  Universal	  Health	  Coverage:	  An	  opportunity	  to	  

strengthen	  health	  system	  response	  to	  NCDs	  –	  Amalia	  Del	  Riego	  and	  James	  
Fitzgerald,	  HSS	  
Policy	  Framework	  to	  develop	  and	  improve	  government	  actions	  for	  
prevention	  and	  treatment	  of	  NCDs	  –	  Isabel	  Vieitez	  and	  Mauricio	  Hernandez,	  
National	  Institute	  of	  Public	  Health,	  Mexico	  

	   Cost	  and	  Financing	  of	  NCDs	  and	  Risk	  Factors	  in	  the	  Caribbean	  –	  Karl	  
Theodore,	  University	  of	  the	  West	  Indies	  

	  
10:00-‐10:30	   	   Discussion:	  Question	  and	  answer	  session	  
	  
10:30-‐10:45	   	   Coffee	  Break	  
	  
	  
10:45-‐11:30	   	   Costing	  of	  NCD	  Action	  Plans	  
	   	   	   Chair:	  Jeremy	  Lauer,	  WHO	  

The	  OneHealth	  Tool	  for	  NCD	  costing	  in	  St	  Kitts	  and	  Nevis	  –	  Kishma	  
Cranstoun,	  Ministry	  of	  Health	  of	  St	  Kitts	  and	  Nevis	  
A	  business	  case	  for	  managing	  NCDs	  in	  Barbados	  –	  Samuel	  Dean	  and	  Kenneth	  
George,	  Ministry	  of	  Health	  of	  Barbados	  	  

	  
11:30-‐12:00	   Discussion:	  Question	  and	  answer	  session	  
	  
12:00-‐13:30	   Lunch	  
	  
13:30-‐13:45	   Identify	  Priorities	  for	  Collaboration	  on	  Economic	  Analysis	  of	  NCDs	  in	  the	  

Americas	  
	  	   Camilo	  Cid	  and	  Rosa	  Sandoval,	  PAHO	  
	  
13:45-‐15:30	   Guiding	  questions	  to	  be	  used	  as	  a	  base	  for	  the	  work	  in	  working	  groups	  –	  

Work	  in	  sub	  groups	  
	  
15:30-‐16:30	   Reporting	  of	  subgroups	  and	  priorities	  for	  collaboration	  on	  economic	  analysis	  

of	  NCDs	  in	  the	  Americas	  
	   Camilo	  Cid	  and	  Rosa	  Sandoval,	  PAHO	  
	  
16:30-‐17:00	   	   Closure	  of	  the	  Workshop	  
	   	   	   James	  Fitzgerald	  and	  Anselm	  Hennis,	  PAHO	  
	   	   	   	  
	  
	  


