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In Nicaragua8, through EW 28, 2013, the ILI rate (0.87 per 1,000 inhabitants) was the double that recorded in 
2012, while the SARI rate (0.44 per 1,000 inhabitants) remained similar to the last year. According to national 
laboratory, the percentage of positive samples for influenza increased from 1.3% (EW 22) to 42.4% (EW 28), 
with influenza A(H3N2) (~70% among the positives) predominating, followed by influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 
(~30% among the positives).  In EW 29, of the samples tested (n=235), the percentage of positive samples 
for influenza decreased to 29%. 
 

Nicaragua  
Nicaragua. Respiratory virus distribution by EW, 2013 

 

 
 
In Panama, according to national laboratory data, of the samples tested between EW 26-29 (n=158), the 
percentage of samples positive for respiratory viruses was 86.5%, and for influenza viruses was 34.6%.  
Among samples positive for influenza, A(H3N2) was the predominant virus. Among the other respiratory 
viruses, rhinovirus (18.0% of positives) and RSV (15.8% of positives) predominated. 
 

Panamá  
Panama: Respiratory virus distribution by EW, 2013 

 

 
 

 

South America – Andean countries 
 

In Bolivia, according to data from Santa Cruz, during EW 29 the proportion of SARI hospitalizations (6.2%) 
was lower than the previous week and has been fluctuating.  Based on laboratory data from CENETROP, 
between EW 26 and 27, 98 samples were analyzed from SARI cases in Santa Cruz.  There was decreased 
positivity for both respiratory viruses (29%) and influenza (26%).  Among positive samples, Influenza B 
(58%) and influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 (27%) predominated.  According to data from La Paz, the proportion of 
SARI-associated hospitalizations (4.6%) during EW 29 was lower than that observed in the previous week 
and showed a decreasing trend since EW 24.  According to laboratory data from INLASA (La Paz), 97 
samples were processed during EWs 28-29 with 40% positive for respiratory viruses and 36% positive for 
influenza.  Among influenza positive samples, influenza A(H1N1)pmd09 (46%, increasing since EW 24), 
influenza B (28%), and influenza A(H3N2) (15%, decreasing since EW 24) predominated. 
 

Bolivia 
Bolivia (La Paz): Percent SARI related-Hospitalizations, ICU Adm 

& Deaths by EW 2012-13, SEDES La Paz 
Bolivia (Santa Cruz): Percent SARI related-Hospitalizations, ICU 

Adm & Deaths by EW 2012-13, SEDES Santa Cruz

                                                 
8 Nicaragua. Ministerio de Salud. Boletín epidemiológico SE 28. 
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In Argentina11, at the national level, according to reports and performed estimations, the number of ILI cases 
is above what is expected, but is showing a decreasing trend with no significant changes compared to the 
previous EW.  The number of SARI hospitalizations is within the expected level and is also showing a 
decreasing trend.  Based on laboratory data from EW 29, 1,634 samples were analyzed of which 50% were 
positive for a respiratory virus and 18% were positive for flu.  Among the positive samples, RSV (51%), and 
influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 and influenza, not subtyped (29%) predominated.  

 
Argentina 

Argentina. ILI  cases. Endemic Channel. 2012-2013 

 
 

Argentina. SARI cases. Endemic Channel  2012 -2013 

Argentina. Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2012-13 

 
 
  

Argentina. Influenza distribution by EW, 2012-13 

 

 
In Brazil12, a decrease in respiratory virus activity has been observed since EW 23.  Between EW 26 and 27, 
620 samples from influenza sentinel surveillance were processed, primarily from the southern region.  Of 
these, 13% were positive for respiratory viruses and 9% were positive for influenza.  Influenza 
A(H1N1)pdm09 (38%) and influenza B (23%) predominated among the positive samples.  Through universal 
SARI surveillance during EW 26 and 27, 1,141 samples were processed and influenza A(H1N1)pmd09 
predominated (43%) in the south and southeast regions, followed by “other respiratory viruses”  (31%), 
primarily in the southern region.  Among samples processed from SARI-associated deaths during the same 
period, influenza A(H1N1)pmd09 predominated. 
 

Brazil 
 Brazil: Resp virus distribution among ILI cases, by EW, 2013

 
 
 
 
 

Brazil: Resp virus distribution among SARI cases, by EW, 2013

Brazil: Resp virus distribution, by EW, 2012-13

 
 

                                                 
11 Argentina. Boletin integrado de vigilancia. SE 29.  
12 Brasil. Boletim informativo. Secretaria de Vigilância em Saúde. SE 29, 2013. 
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In Chile13, during EW 29, ILI activity (rate: 13.6 per 100,000 inhabitants) showed a significant decline 
compared to the previous EW, and entered the alert zone of the endemic channel.  At the sub-national level, 
the majority of regions also showed decreased ILI activity.  The proportion of ILI-associated hospitalizations 
(7.4%) did not change significantly from the previous week, and remains at a higher level than what was 
recorded during the same period last year.    According to laboratory data from EW 29, 1,987 samples were 
analyzed.  Of these, 47% were positive for a respiratory virus and 6% were positive for influenza.  There was 
a predominance of RSV (77%, an increase), followed by influenza A(H1N1)pmd09 and influenza A, not 
subtyped (10%, a decrease for the previous three weeks).  Among the 110 SARI samples analyzed, RSV 
(48%), and influenza A(H1N1)pmd09  and influenza A, not subtyped (35%) predominated. 
 

Chile 
 

 

Chile. ILI Endemic Channel, 2013 

 
Chile: % ILI-related Hospitalizations, ICU Admissions & Deaths  

by EW 2012-13 

Chile. Respiratory viruses distribution by EW, 2012-13 

 

 

Chile. Influenza viruses distribution by EW, 2013 

 
In Paraguay14, during EW 29, the rate of ILI consultations was 175 per 100,000 inhabitants.  This was slightly 
higher than what was observed during the previous week and falls within the alert zone of the endemic 
channel.  A similar pattern was observed in the proportion of the ILI consultations (9%).  Conversely, the 
proportion of ILI-associated hospitalizations (8%) decreased, as did ICU admissions.  Based on laboratory 
data during EW 29, 221 samples were processed and showed elevated positivity for both respiratory viruses 
(77%) and influenza (45%).  Among the positive samples, influenza A(H3N2) (42%) and RSV (41%) 
predominated.  Among samples analyzed from SARI sentinel centers during the same period, RSV 
predominated, followed by influenza A(H3N2). 
 

  
                                                 
13 Chile. Informe de situación. EW 29. Disponible en: www.pandemia.cl 
14 Paraguay. Informe de situación. Vigilancia de ETI e IRAG. SE 29, 2013 
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