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ZZiikkaa  --  EEppiiddeemmiioollooggiiccaall  UUppddaattee  

  

CCoorrrriiggeenndduumm11  --  2233  JJuunnee  22001166        

 

ZZiikkaa  vviirruuss  ––  IInncciiddeennccee  aanndd  ttrreennddss    
 

To date, 40 countries and territories have confirmed local, vector-borne transmission of Zika 

virus disease in the Region of the Americas since 2015 (Figure 1). Since the last Pan 

American Health Organization/ World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) Zika 

Epidemiological Update on 16 June 2016, Anguilla has confirmed vector-borne 

autochthonous transmission of Zika virus. 
 

Figure 1. Countries and territories in the Americas with confirmed autochthonous (vector-

borne) Zika virus cases, 2015-2016. 

 

                                                 

 
1
 This corrigendum is to amend an oversight regarding cases of Guillain-Barre syndrome in Suriname as described 

in the text on page 4 and displayed in Figure 4.  

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&Itemid=270&gid=35043&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&Itemid=270&gid=35043&lang=en
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CCoonnggeenniittaall  ssyynnddrroommee  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  ZZiikkaa  vviirruuss  iinnffeeccttiioonn22 

 

No new countries or territories have reported cases of congenital syndrome associated with 

Zika virus infection (Table 1) since the last PAHO/WHO Zika Epidemiological Update on 16 

June 2016. The Jamaica public health authorities reported that one of the four pregnant 

women confirmed with Zika virus infection was diagnosed with intra-uterine death during a 

routine ultrasound at 20 weeks of gestation. 
 

Table 1. Countries and territories in the Americas with reported congenital syndrome 

associated with Zika virus infection. 
 
 

CCoouunnttrriieess  rreeppoorrttiinngg  ccoonnggeenniittaall  ssyynnddrroommee  

aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  ZZiikkaa  vviirruuss  
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  ccaasseess  

ttoo  ddaattee  

Brazil 1,616 

Colombia 7 

El Salvador 1 

Martinique3 4 

Panama 5 

Puerto Rico4 1 

United States5,6 3 
 

Source: Data provided by the health authorities of countries and territories to PAHO/WHO 

 
 

GGuuiillllaaiinn--BBaarrrréé  ssyynnddrroommee  ((GGBBSS))  aanndd  ootthheerr  nneeuurroollooggiiccaall  ddiissoorrddeerrss    
 

To date, 11 countries and territories in the Region have reported an increase in cases of 

Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS), and three other countries and territories have identified Zika-

virus-associated GBS cases without recording an increase in GBS cases (Table 2). 
 

                                                 

 
2 Case definition available at: http://bit.ly/1TpcVIS  
3 Two microcephaly cases and one other fetal anomaly. See full report.   
4 This is a congenital anomaly case. See full report. 
5 Imported cases; one case linked to a stay in Brazil (see full report) and one case is linked to a brief stay of 

the mother in Belize, Guatemala and Mexico (see full report). 
6 In addition, the United States informed through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website of 

three fetal deaths with congenital anomalies. This includes miscarriages, stillbirths and voluntary abortions. 

Read the information.  

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&Itemid=270&gid=35043&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&Itemid=270&gid=35043&lang=en
http://bit.ly/1TpcVIS
http://www.invs.sante.fr/fr/Publications-et-outils/Points-epidemiologiques/Tous-les-numeros/Antilles-Guyane/2016/Situation-epidemiologique-du-virus-Zika-aux-Antilles-Guyane.-Point-au-12-mai-2016
http://www.salud.gov.pr/Estadisticas-Registros-y-Publicaciones/Informes%20Arbovirales/Reporte%20ArboV%20semana%2017-2016.pdf
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/doh-news-release-hawaii-department-of-health-receives-confirmation-of-zika-infection-in-baby-born-with-microcephaly/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1601824?query=featured_home#t=abstract
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/pregnancy-outcomes.html
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Table 2. Countries and territories in the Americas with GBS in the context of Zika virus 

circulation. 
 

IInnccrreeaassee  iinn  GGBBSS  pplluuss  ZZiikkaa  

vviirruuss  llaabb  ccoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  iinn  aatt  

lleeaasstt  oonnee  ccaassee  ooff  GGBBSS  

ZZiikkaa  vviirruuss  llaabb  

ccoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  iinn  aatt  lleeaasstt  

oonnee  ccaassee  ooff  GGBBSS  

IInnccrreeaassee  iinn  GGBBSS  wwiitthh  nnoo  

ZZiikkaa  vviirruuss  llaabb  ccoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  

iinn  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  ccaasseess  

Brazil Haiti Jamaica  

Colombia Panama Paraguay 

Dominican Republic Puerto Rico  

El Salvador   

French Guiana   

Honduras   

Martinique   

Suriname   

Venezuela   
 

 

The distribution of cases of Zika virus disease and GBS for Colombia, the Dominican 

Republic, El Salvador, Honduras, and Suriname is shown in Figure 2. Both curves are similarly 

shaped, indicating a temporal relation between cases of Zika virus disease and cases of 

GBS. 

 

Figure 2. Cases of Zika virus disease and cases of GBS associated with Zika virus infection in 

Colombia, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Honduras, and Suriname, EW 32 of 2015 to 

EW 22 of 2016. 

 
 

Source: Data provided by the Ministries of Health of Colombia, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 

Honduras and Suriname to PAHO/WHO 

 

In Dominican Republic and Suriname, a significant increase of GBS cases was reported in 

the previous weeks. The situation in the Dominican Republic and Suriname is highlighted 

below. 
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Dominican Republic 

 

Between EW 1 and EW 20 of 2016, the Dominican Republic reported 139 cases of GBS, 

including 15 deaths (Figure 3). Of the total reported cases, 38% were identified in the last 4 

weeks (EW 17-20 of 2016). Of the total reported cases, 62% are residents from Santo 

Domingo Province, and the Distrito Nacional (56 and 30 cases, respectively). 

 

Figure 3. Reported cases of GBS and suspected and confirmed cases of Zika virus disease, 

by epidemiological week. Dominican Republic, EW 1-20 of 2016. 

 
 

Source: Data published by the Dominican Republic Ministry of Health and reproduced by PAHO/WHO 

 

Suriname 

 

Between EW 1 and EW 23 of 2016, Suriname identified 10 cases of GBS. The number of cases 

in 2016 is the same as the total notified in 2015 (Figure 4). Of the 10 GBS cases notified during 

the current year, Zika virus infection was confirmed in two cases.  
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Figure 4. Cases of GBS, by date of notification, Suriname, 2011-2016* 
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Source: Data provided by the Suriname Ministry of Health to PAHO/WHO. 

*Up to EW 23 of 2016 


