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VII CARIBBEAN MEETING OF EPI MANAGERS

I. Introduction

. The VII Caribbean Meeting of EPI Managers took place in
Antigua, from 12-15 November 1990. It was opened by the
Minister of Health of Antigua and Barbuda and was attended by
the program managers of all the English-speaking Caribbean
countries, Suriname, Aruba, Curacao, Guadalupe and Martinique.

The PAHO Caribbean Program Coordinator and the Director of
the Caribbean Epidemiology Center (CAREC) were 1n attendance at
the opening session.

Representatives of international agencies that are support
the program included the USAID, UNICEF, CPHA, Rotary
International and the Pan American Health Organization. The
Rapporteur of the EPI Global Advisory Group was also present at
the Meeting.

) The main purgose of the Meeting was to review the
implementation of the {mmunization programs in each country and
identify those problems that are hampering the further
improvement of immunization coverage and disease surveillance,
which could be addressed by better planning, management and
evaluation procedures.

_ The objectives of the Meeting included the review of
activities implemented during 1990 and the preparation of the
work plans for 1991. This year, these work plans included
activities relating to the elimination of Measles by 1995,
especially the preparation of the "caribbean Measles
Elimination Month" being planned for, May, 1991 and further
activities related to the need for heightened surveillance of
rash illnesses and flaccid araiiéis. These last activities are
essential for the eventual ce ification of interruption of
1nd1?enous transmission of wild poliovirus and elimination of
measles from the English-speaking Caribbean.

Technical and Country presentations were made at plenarg
sessions. Specific country work plans were reviewed an
Erepared in group sessions. The plans include all activities to

e implemented urin%.l991, with identification of financial
resources needed, both from naticnal sources and those that are
to be requested and negotiated from the collaborating agencies.

I The Agenda and list of participants can be found in Annex

IT. ;Conclusions and Recommendations

a. Significant progress has been achieved in the
majority of countries with regard to sustainlng oOr
increasing immunization coverage in the target age groups.
Some countries have experienced a decrease 1n immunization
coverage and efforts should be made to correct this
igggatlon. Table I shows coverage by country for 1988 and



b. Some progress has been made in the establishment of
the groundwork needed for surveillance for flaccid
paralysis and rash illnesses.

The rate of notification of flaccid paralysis for the
Caribbean is increasing, but it is still low compared with
other sub-regions of the Americas. It will be necessa to
speed up the establishment of a system for negative
reporting and also collection of stool speclmens from
every case of flaccid paralysis and its contacts, as

prerequisites for the certification process begins.

The requirements for improvements in surveillance for
flaccid paralysis can be found in both the Field Guide for
Polio Eradication and the Report of the Technical Working
Group that met in Trinidad 21-23 May, 1990.

c. The draft Field Guide for Measles Elimination was
reviewed and comments received from participants. It is
expected that this Field Guide will be finalized at the
Meeting of Epidemiologists to be held at CAREC, Trinidad,
January 14-18, 1991.

Further modifications will be needed to deal with
indications and contra-indications for vaccination,
adverse reactions, particularly with rubella and mumps
vaccines, outbreak investigation and control, vaccine
efficacy and social communication and mobilization.

once completed, in February 1991, the dissemination and
utilization of this Field Guide, will be critical to the
success of the Program.

d. It will be necessary for PAHO and CAREC to provide
permanent monitoring and supg?rt to countries as far as
surveillance is concerned. This must include laboratory
support and training of country epidemiologists.

e. Some of the problems that still hamper further
improvement of vaccination coverage and disease
surveillance are as follows:

i. Oon occasion, delays in payment for vaccines
ordered through the EPI Revolving Fund impede the
receipt of new shipments; -

ji. Stand-by generatcrs still are required at all
central stores and gas and kerosene refrigerators
are still in short supply for those areas without
electricity;

iii. Surveillance training for the EPT diseases,
articularly for measles and poliomyelitis needs to
e implemented;

iv. Promotional materials, such as audio visuals
posters, flyers are in greater demand and addltlonai
resources are needed to address this 1ssue;

v. Due to personnel and financial constraints,
supervisory visits to health centers have been
affected;



f.

vi. Data collection from private practitioners is
still a bottleneck for determining immunization
coverage 1n many countries;

vii. National Plans are not systematically followed
up to ensure that all planned activities are
implemented.

As far as the Measles Elimination initiative is

concerned, there are issues that still need to be
addressed and resolved before the 15th of January, 1991.
The major ones are:

i. The key strategy for interrupting measles
transmission in all countries is the elimination of
all  susceptibles under 15 years of age,
simultaneously. To achieve this end, the Plan of
Action calls for the vaccination of all children
between 1 and 15 years of age, regardless of
previous vaccination status or Prev;ous history of
measles disease during the "Caribbean Measles
Elimination Month", which is flanned for May, 1991.
Therefore, every country will have to ensure that
§n¥ deviation from this strategy will still achieve
interruption of transmission.

ii. Financial resources, particularly for vaccine
purchase, have not yet been fully identified in most
countries.

The combined Measles~Mumps-Rubella (MMR) vaccine has
been recommended to e used for the measles
elimination effort.

It is noted, that while Measles can be eliminated
with the use of Measles vaccine alone, this wou
represent a considerable milissed gggértunity for
control of Rubella and Mumps. Fu ermore, many
countries are already using MMR vaccine and for
those countries, the utilization of the Measles
vaccine alone would pose additional communication
and managerial problems.

The Group urges that evegg effort be made b
Ministries of Health, with e supg?rt of PAHO an
other collaborating agencies, o, ensure the
availability of MMR vaccine for this initiative.

iii. There were concerns over the social
communication and mobilization plans. Considerin

the available time between now and the propose

"elimination month" in May, 1991, it is imperative
that an overall communication and mobilization plan
be organized for immediate implementation.

It is noted that many countries have alread

initiated these activities. However, if additiona

resources are not made available for this component
of the Plan, the success of the elimination effort
could be affected.



All_efforts_should be made by program managers to
mobilize national community resources such as Rota
and Lions Clubs as well as other community and non=-
governmental ogganlzatlops. ,that may" provide
invaluable suppo to the initiative.

h. ~ The VIII Caribbean meeting of EPI managers should be
held in November, 1991.



TABLE 1

IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE BY COUNTRY
1988 - 1989

percentage of children u
Fully immunized (3 doses or

nder one year of age
mora) with DPT and TOPV)

NO COUNTRY % COVERAGE
(In order of population siza from 1988 1989
smallest to largest) DPT . TOPV DPT T0PV
1 Anguilla 100 100 100 100
2 Turks and the Caicos Islands 94 92 94 89
3 British virgin Islands 84 76 100 g7
4 Montserrat N 91 93 83
5 Cayman Islands 93 95 93 93
6 st. Christopher/Nevis 94 93 100 100
7 Bermuda 83 85 74 76
8 Dominica 96 87 92 94
9 Angtiéua & Barbuda 98 100 100 100
10 st. Vincent and the Grenadines 98 97 98 g7
11 Grenada 65 64 87 86
12 | st. Lucia 18 87 92 93
13 Belize 73 73 71 71
14 Bahamas 85 84 86 82
15 | Barbados 76 73 78 80
16 Suriname 64 64 72 71
17 Guyana 64 69 17 79
18 Trinidad and Tobago 82 83 77 17
19 Jamaica 82 83 85 844—l

Figures are rounded off to the nearest whole number and based on reports.
recaived at CAREC by j0th April, 1990.

A



TABLE 1 (contd.)

IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE BY COUNTRY
1988 - 1989

Percentage of Children 9-18 months Immunized with Measles Vaccine

NO COUNTRY % COVERAGE
(In order of population size from Measles Vaccine
smallest to largest) 1988 1989
1 Anguilla 98 92
2 | Turks and the Caicos Islands 92 76
3 | British Virgin Islands 62 87
4 | Montsearrat | .86 89
5 | Cayman Islands 99 89
6 |St. christopher/Nevis 77 90
7 | Bermuda 86 67
8 | Dominica 90 88
9 | Antigua & Barbuda 95 95
10 | St. Vincent and the Grenadines 87 100
11 | Grenada 58 88
12 |st. Lucia 83 91
13 Belize 70 68
14 | Bahamas 78 87
]5 Barbados 84 85
116 | Suriname 83 73
17 Guyana 55 69
18 | Trinidad and Tobago 72 59
19 | Jamaica 68 7




CARIBBEAN EPIDEMIOLOGY CENTRE (CAREC) PAHO/WHO
SEVENTH SUBREGIONAL EPI MANAGERS' MEETING
ROYAL ANTIGUAN HOTEL
ANTIGUA, WEST INDIES

12 - 16 NOVEMBER, 1990

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

ANGUILLA

MS. SUSAN HARRIGAN

PRINCIPAL NURSING OFFICER
MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT
THE VALLEY ANGUILLA

TEL: 2637

ANTIGUA

MS. IVY-JEAN BENJAMIN

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES
GIZELE MICHAEL BUILDING

HIGH STREET

ST. JOHNS

ANTIGUA

TEL: 462-4739

DR. MARGARET O'GARRA
CONSULTANT PAEDIATRICIAN
P O BOX 88

ST. JOHNS

ANTIGUA

TEL: 462-1309

MS. INETA WALLACE

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

GIZELE MICHAEL BUILDING

HIGH STREET

ST. JOHNS

ANTIGUA

TEL: 462-4739



BAHAMAS

MS. FREDRICA E. SANDS

NURSING OFFICER IXI/EPI CO-ORDINATOR
COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES

P O BOX N-3730

NASSAU

BAHAMAS

TEL: 325-0620

MS. ALBERTHA BAIN
NURSING OFFICER II
COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
P O BOX N-3730

NASSAU

BAHAMAS

TEL:393-0300

BARBADOS

MS. MARJORITA ELCOCK

AG. CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

JEMMOTTS LANE

ST. MICHAEL

BARBADOS

TEL: 426-5080

DR. ELIZABETH FERDINAND

SENIOR MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

JEMMOTTS LANE

ST. MICHAEL

BARBADOS

TEL: 426-5080

BELIZE

MS. YVONNE HAYLOCK

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE

MATRON ROBERTS HEALTH CENTRE
BELIZE CITY

BELIZE

TEL: 02 77170

MS. PATRICIA BENGUCHE

SUPERVISOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES
MATRON ROBERTS HEALTH CENTRE
BELIZE CITY

BELIZE

TEL: 02 77170



BERMUDA

MISS DIANA SIMONS

SUPERVISOR CHILD HEALTH

DEPT. OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES
DEPT. OF HEALTH

P O BOX HM 1195

HAMILTON HM EX

BERMUDA

TEL: 236-0224 (O)

FAX: 236-3971

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

MS. TATICA SCATLIFFE

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY NURSING
P O BOX 43

ROAD TOWN

TORTOLA

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

TEL: 494-3455

MS. NORA MANN

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
EAST END

TRORTOLA

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
TEL: 495 2205

CAYMAN IST.ANDS

DR. A. KUMAR

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

P.O. BOX 915

GRAND CAYMAN

CAYMAN ISLANDS

TEL: 949-8605

FAX: 949-2298

DOMINICA

MS. VIRGINIA AUSTRIE-ROBERTS
REGIONAL SUPERVISOR: EPI
PRIMARY HEALTH CARE CENTRE
UPPER LANE

ROSEAU

DOMINICA

TEL: 82401



GRENADA

MS. ROSY BHOLA

HEALTH EDUCATION OFFICER
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

ST. GEORGES

GRENADA

TEL: 440-4955

MS. GERALDINA PERROTTE

CHIEF COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

ST. GEORGES

GRENADA

TEL: 440-2846

GUYANA

DR. RUDOLPH CUMMINGS
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN
GUYANA

TEL: 02 61224

MS. YVETTE THOMAS-MOORE
NURSING SUPERVISOR
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN
GUYANA

Tel: 02 71316

JAMATCA

DR. ELAINE BROWN

MEDICAL OFFICER (HEALTH)
SOUTH HEALTH REGION
MANCHESTER HEALTH DEPARTMENT
MANDEVILLE

JAMATICA

Tel: 962 2171

MS. CYNTHIA REID

LOGISTICS OFFICER/PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

10 CALEDONIA AVENUE

KINGSTON 5

JAMATICA

Tel: 926 8784



JAMAICA (Cont'd)

DR. BERYL TIRONS

AG. S.M.O. - MCH
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
10 CALEDONIA AVENUE
KINGSTON 5

JAMAICA

TEL: 92 69220

MS. VERONICA CANNICLE
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
PORTLAND HEALTH DEPARTMENT
HEALTH OFFICE

PORT ANTONIO

JAMAICA

Tel: 993 2873

MONTSERRAT

MS. SARAH RYNER

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE/FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

P O BOX 24

PLYMOUTH

MONTSERRAT

TEL: 491-2552/3/4

SAINT LUCIA

MS. ALBERTHA HARRIS

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING SUPERVISOR
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

CHAUSSEE ROAD

CASTRIES

SAINT LUCIA

TEL: 24416

MS. BEATRICE VINCENT

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE SUPERVISOR
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

CHAUSSEE ROAD

CASTRIES

ST. LUCIA

TEL: 24416



ST. LUCIA (Cont'd)

DR. DEBRA LOUISY-CHARLES

Sr. MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

CHAUSSEE ROAD

CASTRIES

SAINT LUCIA

TEL: 32115

ST. VINCENT

MS. YVONNE S. LABBAY

SNR. NURSING OFFICER - COMMUNITY HEALTH
MINISTRY OF HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT

MC KIES' HILL

KINGSTOWN

ST. VINCENT

TEL: 61185 EXT 152

ST. KITTS

MS. DORIS PHIPPS

AG. SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE/
EPI COORDINATOR

MINISTRY OF HEALTH

CHURCH STREET

BASETERRE, ST. KITTS

TEL: 465 2521

SURINAME

DR. DENNIS RITFELD

EPI MANAGER

BUREAU OF PUBLIC HEALTH
22 RODE KRUISLAAN
PARAMARIBO

SURINAME

TEL: 99596

99494 EXT. 44

TURKS & CAICOS

MS. MONICA WILSON

CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
GRAND TURK

TURKS AND CAICOS

TEL: 946-62040



TRINIDAD AND TOBAGQ

DR. GLENDA MAYNARD
PRINCIPAL MEDICAL OFFICER
(COMMUNITY SERVICES)

MINISTRY OF HEALTH

ROUNDABOUT PLAZA
BARATARIA
TRINIDAD

TEL: 638 6623

MS. HILLERINE SEATON

EPI CO-ORDINATOR
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

HEALTH EDUCATION DIVISION
27 FREDERICK STREET

PORT OF SPAIN

TRINIDAD

TEL: 625 2885

RESOURCE PERSONS

Dr. Ciro de Quadros

EPI Regional Advisor

Pan American Health Organization
525 23rd Street, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20037

USA

Tel: 202-861-3274

Fax: 202-861 6089

Mr. Peter Carrasco

Technical Officer EPI

Pan American Health Organization
525 23rd Street, N.W.

Washington D. C. 20037

Uusa

Tel: 202-861-3248
Fax: 202-223-5971

Dr. Jean-Marc Olive
Epidemiologist

Pan American Health Organization
525 23rd Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

USA

Tel: 202-861-3269

Fax: 202-223-5971



RESOURCE PERSONS (Cont'd)

Dr. James Rust

EPI/STC

Pan American Health Organization
525 23rd Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

USA

Tel:202 223 3200

Dr. Marc Straasburg

EPI/STC

Pan American Health Organization
525 23rd Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dr. David Salisbury
Senior Medical Officer
Department of Health
338 Friars House
Blackfriars Road
London SE 1 8 EV
England

Tel: 071 972 3273

Dr. Edmond Maes,
Epidemiologist

Division of Immunization
Centers for Disease Control
Atlanta, Georgia, 30333
USA

Tel: 404 639 1846

Dr. Halmond Dyer

Caribbean Programme Coordinator
Pan American Health Organization
Bridgetown, Barbados

Tel: 426-3860

Fax: 436-9779

Dr. Kenneth Antrobus

Family Health Advisor

Pan American Health Organization
Bridgetown, Barbados

Tel: 426-3860

Fax: 436-9779

Ms. Fauzia Rahman

Short Term Consultant

Pan American Health Organization
Georgetown

Guyana



RESOURCE _PERSONS (Cont'd)

Mr. Jeremy Clarke

PAHO Short Term Consultant
Ministry of Health

10 Caledonia Avenue
Kingston 5

Jamaica

Tel: 926 8784

Ms. Flynn Denny

Hospital Infection Control Officer
Ministry of Health

Jemmotts Lane

St. Michael

Barbados

Tel:

Dr. Rosemarie Paul

Principal Medical Officer (Epidemiology)
Ministry of Health

Roundabout Plaza

Barataria

Trinidad

Tel: 638 6623

Dr. Franklin White

Director

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre (CAREC)
16-18 Jamaica Boulevard

Federation Park

Port of Spain, Trinidad

Tel:622 4261/2

Fax:622 2792

Ms. Diana Francis-Delaney
EPI/STC

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre
16-18 Jamaica Boulevard
Federation Park

Port of Spain

Trinidad

Ms. Marilyn Jones
Communication Specialist
EPI/STC

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre
16-18 Jamaica Bouevard
Federation Park

Port of Spain

Trinidad



RESOURCE PERSONS (Cont'd)

Mr. Henry C. Smith
Immunization Officer

EPI

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre
16-18 Jamaica Boulevard
Federation Park

Port of Spain

Trinidad

Dr. Barbara Hull

Virologist

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre
16-18 Jamaica Boulevard
Federation Park

Port of Spain

Trinidad

Mr. Birendar Singh

PAHO Statistician

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre
16-18 Jamaica Boulevard
Federation Park

Port of Spain

Trinidad

Dr. Janet Tollefson
Epidemiologist

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre
16-18 Jamaica Boulevard
Federation Park

Port of Spain

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Dr. Ashok Dhital
UNICEF

Bridgetown, Barbados
Tel: 4362119

Dr. Edward Ragan
Programme Director
Canada's Int'l Immunization Programme

Canadian Public Health Association
1565 Carling, Suite 400

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K12z 8R1
Tel: 613 725 3769



INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (Cont'd)

Jack Laycock
Coordinator

Canadian Rotary Committee for International
Development -

83 Hawthorne Street

St. Stephen, New Brunswick
Canada E 3L 1w 8
Tel: 506 466 3220

Dr. Willard Shaw

Deputy Director

Health Com.

Academy for Educational Development
1255 23rd Street, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20037

Usa

Tel: 202 862 1276

Dr. Robert Clay

Chief, Health Services Division
Agency for International Development
Washington D C 20523

UsA

Tel: 703 875 4519

David Peters

Canadian Public Health Association

John Hopkins University School of Hygiene
526 - 624 North Broadway

Baltimore, MD, USDA 27205

Tel: 301 955 3630

OBSERVERS
Margareth Vellinga-Schaad (Aruba)
Mary Feliz (Curacao)

Max Theodore (Guadeloupe)

SECRETARIAT - CAREC Staff

Ms. Jocelyn Chandler, Administrative Assistant - Training
Ms. Shirley Smith, Secretary

Ms. Judith Dyer-Braveboy, Secretary
Mr. Kyle Young, Audio Visual Technician
Ms. Ava Camejo, Administrator



