
 

 

  

 

   
 

World TB Day 
24 March 2022 

 
Theme  “Invest to End TB. Save Lives.”  

Website:  https://www.paho.org/en/campaigns/world-tuberculosis-day-2022 
 

SOCO  Government leaders, policy makers, health workers and civil society 
including affected communities make visible communications on the urgent 
need to increase investments to get the TB response back on track, and 
reverse the severe impact of COVID-19 on progress.  
 

Audiences • Government leaders  
• Policy makers including TB Parliamentary Caucus 
• Donors 
• Health workers  
• Public and the civil society including youth and affected people & 

communities 
 

Background  
• TB remains one of the world’s deadliest infectious killers 
• Each day, over 4000 people in the world lose their lives to TB and close 

to 30,000 people fall ill with this preventable and curable disease.  
• In the Americas, each day over 70 people die to TB and close to 800 

gets sick with this disease. In 2020, there were 18 300 children 
estimated with TB in the Americas, half of whom were under 5 years 
of age. Efforts in the Region to combat TB have saved an estimated   1 
270 000 people since 2000. 

• Global efforts to combat TB have saved an estimated 66 million lives 
since the year 2000. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has reversed 
years of progress made in the fight to end TB. For the first time in over 
a decade, TB deaths increased in 2020. TB deaths in the Americas 
increased by 3000 over 2019. 

•  The theme of World TB Day 2022 - ‘Invest to end TB. Save lives.’ –
conveys the urgent need to invest resources to ramp up the fight 
against TB and achieve the commitments to end TB made by global 
leaders. This is especially critical in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic that has put End TB progress at risk, and to ensure equitable 
access to prevention and care in line with WHO’s drive towards 
achieving Universal Health Coverage.  

https://www.paho.org/en/campaigns/world-tuberculosis-day-2022


 

 

  

 

   
 

• Special focus will be placed on adopting and promoting new WHO 
guidelines for children and adolescents with TB which will be released 
on the day 

• On World TB Day, WHO calls on everyone to keep the promise to: 
• Accelerate the End TB Response to reach the targets set in Sustainable 

Development Goals, WHO End TB Strategy, and the political 
declaration of the UN High-Level Meeting on TB. 

• Diagnose and treat 40 million people with TB by 2022 including 3.5 
million children and 1.5 million people with drug-resistant TB. This is in 
line with WHO’s overall drive towards Universal Health Coverage and 
the WHO Director General’s flagship initiative “Find. Treat. All. 
#EndTB” jointly with the Global Fund and Stop TB Partnership. 

• Reach 30 million people with TB preventive treatment by 2022 so that 
those people most at risk receive TB preventive treatment, including 
24 million household contacts of TB patients - 4 million of whom are 
children under 5 - and 6 million people living with HIV. 

• Mobilize sufficient and sustainable financing to reach USD 13 billion a 
year to support efforts to end TB; for every USD 1 invested to end TB, 
USD 43 is returned as the benefits of a healthy functioning society 
(Economist/ Copenhagen Consensus). 

• Invest in TB research to reach at least USD 2 billion a year for better 
science, better tools, and better delivery. 

 
 

Messages 
 
 
 
 

• Urgent investment of resources, support, care, and information are 
vital to win the fight against TB. This is especially critical in the context of 
the COVID-19 pandemic that has put End TB progress at risk, and to 
ensure equitable access to prevention and care in line with WHO’s drive 
towards achieving Universal Health Coverage. More investments towards 
TB diagnosis, prevention treatment, and care will save millions more lives.  
 
• Essential TB services should be sustained during the COVID-19 
pandemic to ensure that gains made in the fight against TB are not 
reversed. All measures should be taken to ensure continuity of services 
for people who need preventive and curative treatment for TB. Health 
authorities should maintain support to essential TB services, including 
during emergencies such as COVID-19. People-centered delivery of TB 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care services, including through 
digital technologies, should be ensured in tandem with the COVID-19 
response.  
 



 

 

  

 

   
 

• Tackling health inequities to ensure health for all. The COVID-19 
pandemic has drawn attention to the deep disparities that persist 
between and within countries. People with TB are among the most 
marginalized and vulnerable, facing barriers in accessing care. PAHO/WHO 
is calling for global action to address health inequities for people with TB 
and other diseases.  
 
• Ending TB requires concerted action by all sectors to provide the right 
services, support and enabling safe environment in the right place, at the 
right time. Everyone has a role to play in ending TB – individuals, 
communities, businesses, governments, societies.  

 

Calls to action  Ministries of Health and other public health leaders  
• Take decisive action to revive and maintain essential TB services 
during the COVID-19 pandemic;  
• Allocate sufficient resources to improve the quality of TB diagnosis, 
prevention, treatment and care services and make them more resilient 
and sustainable;  
• Support and empower health workers to deliver high-quality TB 
services, while recognizing their critical contributions in enabling access 
to TB prevention and care for affected populations including children 
and adolescents, and in reaching TB targets  
• Expand high quality TB services for children and adolescents in a 
flexible and sustainable manner;  
• Empower communities to combat TB related stigma and 
discrimination.  
Health workers  
• Advocate for maintaining high quality essential TB services during the 
COVID pandemic;  
• Incorporate TB into routine health interventions;  
• Deliver care that is kind, respectful of human rights and without 
stigma;  
• Ensure you are trained and have the latest guidance available to you 
for TB treatment and care services  
Community leaders  
• Ensure essential TB services are maintained in the community;  
• Support community health workers, including nurses and midwives, 
to provide essential TB services  
• Combat stigma and discrimination to ensure that everyone feels safe 
to access TB services;  
TB programme managers  
• Support and empower health workers to deliver high quality TB 
services to everyone who needs them;  
• Ensure adequate training and up-to date information sharing in TB 
services for health workers;  



 

 

  

 

   
 

Youth  
• Advocate for investment of resources, support, care and information 
to win the fight against TB.  
• Sensitize young people, encourage them to become TB advocates.  
• Support TB patients in the community with resources and advice.  

 

Products Campaign package  
- Press release 

posters, social media tiles, infographics, video 
- New guidelines on addressing child and adolescent TB, operational 

guide, comic-style flyer on TB in children and adolescents (Spanish 
translation in progress) 
 

Campaign hashtags: #WorldTBDay and #EndTB 

Channels  - Media (news) 
- Online (PAHO websites) 
- Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) 

 
 
 
Detailed key messages  
 
For leaders:  
• Tuberculosis (TB) is the second leading infectious killer worldwide. Each day, over 4000 people lose 
their lives to TB and close to 30,000 people fall ill with this preventable and curable disease.  
• Although 66 million lives have been saved since 2000, the pace of progress is slow, and actions and 
investments fall far short of those needed to end the TB epidemic.  
•In the Americas, each day over 70 people die to TB and close to 800 gets sick with this disease. Efforts 
in the Region to combat TB have saved an estimated   1 270 000 people since 2000. 
• Urgent investment of resources, support, care and information are vital to win the fight against TB. 
This is especially critical in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic that has put End TB progress at risk, 
and to ensure equitable access to prevention and care in line with WHO’s drive towards achieving 
Universal Health Coverage. More investment will save millions more lives, accelerating the end of the TB 
epidemic.  
• Progress towards reaching the 2022 targets set in the UN High Level Meeting political declaration 
and the WHO DG Flagship Initiative Find.Treat. All is at risk due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Between 
2018–2020, 20 million people were reached with TB treatment. This is 50% of the way towards the 5-
year target of 40 million people reached with TB treatment for 2018-2022. 8.7 million people were 
provided TB preventive treatment in the same period. This is 29% of the target of 30 million for 2018-



 

 

  

 

   
 

2022. To meet the 2022 targets countries, need to urgently restore access to TB services, disrupted due 
to COVID-19 pandemic, and provide further progress.  
• To help countries scale-up access to TB prevention and care services for children and adolescents, on 
World TB Day, WHO is releasing new guidelines. It is estimated that 1.1 million children become ill with 
TB every year, almost half of them aged below 5 years. Over half of them are not diagnosed or reported 
annually around the world. The updated guidance will avail of the latest evidence and best available 
practices on the management of TB in children and adolescents, recognizing the unique characteristics 
and needs of these groups, as well as those of their parents, caregivers and families. The guidelines will 
be accompanied by an operational guide to facilitate their rollout. In the Americas, in 2020, there were 
18 300 children estimated with TB in the Americas, half of whom were under 5 years of age. 
• Ending TB requires concerted action by all sectors to provide the right services, support and enabling 
safe environment in the right place, at the right time. WHO is working closely with countries to support 
the uptake of the Multisectoral Accountability Framework, examples of high-level leadership on 
multisectoral accountability include Presidential or Head of State End TB initiatives and formalized 
mechanisms for the engagement and accountability of stakeholders, as well as national campaigns to 
drive progress such as the “Race to End TB”.  
• WHO is working with the Office of the President of the UN General Assembly and the UN, along with 
countries and partners to organize the second UN High Level Meeting on TB in 2023. High level 
leadership and commitment is urgently required in preparations.  
 
For health workers  
• Health workers have a key role to play in enabling access to TB prevention and care for affected 
populations including children and adolescents, and in reaching TB targets.  
• To help countries scale-up access to TB prevention and care services for children and adolescents, on 
World TB Day, WHO is releasing new guidelines. It is estimated that 1.1 million children become ill with 
TB every year, almost half of them aged below 5 years. Over half of them are not diagnosed or reported 
annually around the world. The updated guidance will avail of the latest evidence and best available 
practices on the management of TB in children and adolescents, recognizing the unique characteristics 
and needs of these groups, as well as those of their parents, caregivers and families. The guidelines will 
be accompanied by an operational guide to facilitate their rollout.  
• Health workers including those in national programmes to combat TB, need to be actively engaged in 
ensuring an effective and rapid response to COVID-19 while ensuring that TB services are maintained.  
 
For the public  
• Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the leading infectious killers worldwide. Every day, over 4000 people die 
from TB and nearly 30 000 people fall ill with TB disease – despite it being preventable and treatable. TB 
is the leading cause of death of people with HIV and a major contributor to antimicrobial resistance.  
• Urgent investment of resources, support, care and information are vital to win the fight against TB. 
This is especially critical in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic that has put End TB progress at risk, 
and to ensure equitable access to prevention and care in line with WHO’s drive towards achieving 
Universal Health Coverage. More investments towards TB diagnosis, prevention treatment, and care will 
save millions more lives.  
• Essential TB services should be sustained during the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure that gains made 
in the fight against TB are not reversed. All measures should be taken to ensure continuity of services 



 

 

  

 

   
 

for people who need preventive and curative treatment for TB. Health authorities should maintain 
support to essential TB services, including during emergencies such as COVID-19. People-centered 
delivery of TB prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care services, including through digital technologies, 
should be ensured in tandem with the COVID-19 response.  
• Tackling health inequities to ensure health for all. The COVID-19 pandemic has drawn attention to 
the deep disparities that persist between and within countries. People with TB are among the most 
marginalized and vulnerable, facing barriers in accessing care. WHO is calling for global action to address 
health inequities for people with TB and other diseases.  
• Ending TB requires concerted action by all sectors to provide the right services, support and enabling 
safe environment in the right place, at the right time. Everyone has a role to play in ending TB – 
individuals, communities, businesses, governments, societies  
  



 

 

  

 

   
 

ADVOCACY MESSAGES 
  

TB & Covid-19 COVID-19 has reversed progress in the fight against tuberculosis, with fewer people 
able to access life-saving TB prevention and care services due to disruptions. 

Ask your leaders to invest in and ensure access to essential TB services during the 
pandemic. Get yourself tested for COVID-19 and TB if you experience the common 
symptoms of cough, fever and difficulty breathing. 

INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 
 

TB deaths Tuberculosis is the second top infectious killer in the world, with deaths increasing in 
2020 for the first time in over a decade. 

Contact your health provider to get a rapid test if: 

- you have symptoms like cough, fever, and weight loss 

- are a close contact of a TB patient, or 

- belong to a high-risk group 

Ensure you complete your treatment if diagnosed. 

TB is curable and preventable. 

INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 
 

TB prevention About one-quarter of the world's population is infected by tuberculosis bacteria but 
are not (yet) ill with the disease. Millions still miss out on access to TB preventive 
treatment that can stop progression to TB disease. 
When it’s available to you, get tested for infection and complete your full course of 
preventive treatment to make sure your TB infection does not turn into TB disease 
 
INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 
 

Drug-resistant TB Drug-resistant tuberculosis remains a public health crisis, with only one in three 
people with drug resistant TB accessing life-saving care. 
Ask your doctor for WHO-recommended fully-oral, 2-3 times shorter treatment 
regimens so you can get well sooner, with fewer pills and no injections. 
INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 
 



 

 

  

 

   
 

Stigma  
Stigma deprives people with tuberculosis of their right to quality care. 
Learn the facts about TB. Don't believe in myths which can stigmatize and 
discriminate people with TB. 
 
INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 

TB Research and 
Innovation 

We need to urgently close the investment gap to increase access to newer effective 
diagnostics, medicines, vaccines and other tools to combat tuberculosis. 
Invest in TB research and innovation to end TB like for COVID-19 
 
INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 

TB in Children and 
Adolescents 

Over half of the children and adolescents with tuberculosis miss out on access to 
lifesaving TB prevention and care services. 
Get children and adolescents tested and treated with WHO-recommended TB 
prevention, diagnostics and treatment, if they have symptoms or are at risk. 
INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 

Accountability Undernutrition, poverty as well as HIV, diabetes and tobacco are among the key 
drivers of the TB epidemic. 
 

Collaboration, action and accountability across sectors can help to end TB 

INVEST TO END TB. SAVE LIVES 
 
 
  

  

  

 


