
Introduction: 
Regional alerts 
during the COVID-
19 pandemic

Genara Romero (PAHO-WDC



Epidemiological Alerts and Updates

• Epidemiological Alerts: information about international public health events which
have implications for the countries and territories of the Americas; as well as
recommendations issued by the PAHO

• Epidemiological Updates: new information becomes available regarding events
previously shared through Epi Alerts.

• Are primarily of events caused by infectious agents, or related to contaminated
goods, food safety, or of chemical or radionuclear origin, per the provisions of
the International Health Regulations (IHR (2005)).

• Complement the WHO Diseases Outbreak News, worldwide events of public health.

https://www.paho.org/en/epidemiological-alerts-and-updates



Why AMR generates 
Epi Alerts?

AMR has/ could have public health implications for the 
countries and territories of the Americas; 

After a joined risk analysis by the laboratory and the IHR 
National Focal Point:   
→ Some AMR events could be notified to WHO under IHR

The Epi alerts provide information and 
recommendations issued by PAHO



How are Epi Alerts 
developed?

Detection of an AMR event (outbreaks, emerging 
mechanisms, contamination of medicines or products, 
etc.):
- serious public health impact 
- unusual, unexpected 
- risk of international spread
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How many Epi Alerts were 
published?
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Proportion (%) of Enterobacterales bacteria non-susceptible to 

Imipenem (carbapenem), Argentina, 2015-2020. 
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2019: PAE con IMP/VIM
2020: ABA con NDM+ OXA-58, Enterobacterales OXA-48
2021: KPN con KPC+NDM; ECO con NDM+OXA-48



Other consequences



Thank you!




