PANAFTOSA ~was established in 1951 based on an
agreement between the Organization of American States
(gAS), the Pan Americ ganitary Bureau (OSP) and

the Brazilian Government as the first and only FMD-
specialized center of the Americas. Its mission is to provide
technical cooperation to the countries 07}; the region in the
organization, development and strengthening of national
FJ%D prevention, control and eradication programmes.
Originally dedicated exclusively to FMD, it now also
provides technical cooperation in zoonoses and food safety.

The Center is located in the city of Duque de Caxias, State
of Rio de Janeiro, in an old farm in the district of Sao Bento.
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{ ! Y he Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) is still one of the main diseases affecting the livestock industry globally.
It is a severe, highly contagious disease that has a significant impact on animal welfare and the economy; trade
restrictions imposed by the veterinary services of importing countries hinder access to markets, which have

serious social and economic consequences. In addition, FMD affects small producers, threatening their food security.

Worldwide, this disease has been cause for constant concern due to its frequent reintroduction and its negative
impact on some of the territories that are FMD-free with vaccination or without vaccination, such as the 2001
outbreaks in the United Kingdom and the Southern Cone of the Americas.

In South America, after FMD was introduced in the 19th century, it became endemic in all countries. When
introduced in Canada (1949) and Mexico (1950), this raised a concern throughout the Americas. This situation
led to the establishment in 1951 of the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center (PANAFTOSA), through
an agreement between the Organization of American States (0AS) and the Brazilian Government, which placed
\ it under the management of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).

ok, | Since its establishment, the Center has been providing technical cooperation to Member Countries, generating
knowledge and tools for controlling the disease, particularly: the development of vaccines and diagnostic methods;

production systems; and the implementation of an extensive capacity building and
human resources development programme, mainly for national veterinary services.

Additionally, in 1972, PANAFTOSA established the South American Commission for

cqoperation for

~ﬁ‘ a unprece ente the Fight Against Foot-and-Mouth Disease (COSALFA), the regional forum, with
aquevement

public-private partnerships for the coordination and follow-up of FMD interventions.
Subsequently, through PANAFTOSA, by mandate of the countries, PAHO creates in
1987 the Hemispheric Committee for the Eradication of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (COHEFA) and, by means of joint
work with official services and in close collaboration with the private sector, the first Plan of Action 1988-2009 of
the Hemispheric Program for the Eradication of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (PHEFA) was created and approved, setting
out the regional challenge of eradicating the disease by 2009. Later, with the second Plan of Action 2011-2020,

over 95% of the territory and the population of herds and animals in South America achieved the health status

of free from foot-and-mouth disease with or without vaccination. Now, with the guidelines and strategies of the
new Plan of Action 2021-2025 the goal is for the entire continent to be free from foot-and-mouth disease by 2025.

So far, the PHEFA has showed a remarkable performance, with 99% of the cattle herds in South America
recognized as free from the disease, with or without vaccination, by the World Organisation for Animal Health
(WOAH). This significant result is due to the substantial technical and financial efforts of the Member Countries,
the efficient technical cooperation provided by PANAFTOSA, and the dedicated efforts of million livestock
producers who value the health of their livestock as a priority and an asset for our society.

This worldwide achievement in health is unprecedented, not only for the technical and scientific
challenges involved, but also for the magnitude of the intervention, which costs around US$1
billion a year — a sum that, in most Member Countries, has been directly funded by the
livestock producers.
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programme for preven'ting the transmission and disease-free areas. qutf! Supply Vaccine Use in the EMD Control with the aim of strengthening animal health Brazilian National Be_ef Cattle Council (CNPC_) and international recognition of FMD-free territories with for the Eradicatiqn of F/oot/and/Mo!JtE Disease (COHEEA), the new
of FMD on the Colombia and Panama border. VISItS Programs in South America”. programmes in Brazil. PAHO/PANAFTOSA is Slgned to support actions for or without vaccination, and countries such as Bolivia Plal/l Q/'ACLLOII _)021’.202:) Of Lhe PHL}Z‘] is approved.

PANAFTOSA urges countries to establish national plans PANAFTOSA.

for the control and prevention of FIVID.

strengthening the PHEFA, in particular the FMD control
programme in Ecuador.

and Brazil review their plans for vaccine withdrawal. Colombia regains its FMD-free status for the zone that had been

suspended after the 2017-2018 outbreaks.




