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Accelerating Action on Drowning Prevention in the Commonwealth

Key messages for Accelerating Action:

 1.  Fatal and non-fatal drowning data is needed to inform prevention interventions
 
 2.  Government support is an accelerator 

 3.  Public Health approach for multi-sectoral collaboration and coordination is best 

 4.  Focus on reach, inclusion and impact

Link to RLSS Commonwealth Fatal Drowning Factsheet Issue 2 July 2025
https://www.rlsscommonwealth.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/07/RLS_CommonwealthFS2025_FINAL-1.pdf
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Accelerating Action on Drowning Prevention in the Commonwealth

Challenges for RLSS Facilitation to Accelerate Action:

1. RLSS has only 5/12 members in the Caribbean and Central America
Action – engage with all Commonwealth Countries/Territories and non-Commonwealth 
countries that want to engage.

2. Data and drowning focal point agency is weak and or absent
Action – build capacity for robust data collection and facilitate country NGO governance 

3. Weak or no Government engagement
Action – leverage data, collaboration and capacity to inspire government engagement

4. Need for broad community reach
Action – transition to a public health approach for inclusion, equity  and reach for burden 
reduction

5. Lack of urgency for drowning prevention
Action – connect narrative stories with data and capacity



Accelerating Action on Drowning Prevention in the Commonwealth

Opportunities and potential avenues for collaboration to further 
advance drowning prevention efforts:

1. Multi-sectoral coalitions for drowning prevention 
• at community, regional and national levels
• focused on inclusion, diversity and equity
• government, university, health, education, media, industry, disaster community engagement

2. Effective coordination and leadership for drowning prevention
• NGO, government and/or academic lead with capacity and skills
• community action, policy/regulation and research needed
• resourcing is empowering



Accelerating Action on Drowning Prevention in the Commonwealth

Opportunities and potential avenues for collaboration to further 
advance drowning prevention efforts:

3. International connection and associations for sharing and learning
• formal and informal
• respect and capacity building 
• focused on drowning prevention vs the entities

4. It is all about the relationships
• we are all on an amazing learning journey
• There are no rivals or space for competition between agencies/collaborative partners
• investing in each others success 
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