
Eliminate bacterial meningitis epidemics 
Reduce by 50% the number of cases of bacterial meningitis  
Reduce by 70% the number of deaths from bacterial meningitis

Elimination
targets

Elimination as a public health problem 

Prevent transmission and protect 
at-risk populations:

≥95% vaccine coverage for Haemophilus influenzae type b 
(Hib), pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs), and 
meningococcal vaccines (where introduced) 

≥90% of suspected meningitis cases have cerebrospinal 
fluid and/or blood samples, with laboratory results for ≥90% 
of samples 

≥80% of suspected meningitis cases investigated within 24–48 
hours and managed with appropriate measures (e.g., 
chemoprophylaxis for close contacts, targeted vaccination) 
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Impact
goal

Action steps to
achieve elimination

Programmatic
targets

BACTERIAL
MENINGITIS 

-Sustain ≥95% vaccination coverage for Hib, 
  PCVs, and meningococcal vaccines 
  (where introduced)

-Ensure timely chemoprophylaxis and 
  follow-up of close contacts of meningococcal 
  disease or Hib meningitis cases, along with 
  strict infection prevention and control in 
  healthcare settings

1 Ensure long-term care:
-Integrate rehabilitation and specialist referrals into 
  healthcare services for management and follow-up 
  of meningitis-related disabilities
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Sustain high-quality surveillance:
-Strengthen surveillance for suspected and 
  laboratory-confirmed cases of bacterial meningitis, 
  including antimicrobial resistance monitoring, timely 
  investigation, reporting, and follow-up
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Strengthen rapid outbreak response:
-Develop or update national meningitis outbreak 
  preparedness and response plans; conduct regular 
  trainings and simulation exercises to ensure readiness, 
  effective response, and control

5Diagnose and treat promptly:
-Strengthen clinical and laboratory capacity for 
  timely diagnosis, appropriate case management, 
  and access to life-saving antibiotics
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Explore PAHO’s Regional Revolving Funds portfolio
to improve access to life-saving technologies
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