
 Qualitative findings for care centered 
on the survivors’ experience

The survivors’ needs go beyond the biomedical 
sphere. Survivors report:
• A desire for better communication.
• Greater support in mental health.

Mental health: 
Still a missing piece

The dual nature of 
survivorship

Latin American Childhood Cancer Survivorship Consortium

Survivors’ insights 
and strengths

Survivors play an 
active role in making 

sense of their own 
journey

The transition within the 
health system: 

Pediatrics to Adults

Integrating psychosocial care as part of survivor 
follow-up should be the standard of care in Latin 
America.

Survivors o�ten live between two realities: 
• Being aware of their cancer history and risks.
• A strong desire to live a ‘normal’ adult life.

Survivor care must recognize and balance both 
realities in the care process.

Many survivors develop:
• Life skills, purpose, and personal growth.
• A desire to use their experience to support 

others.

Encouraging connections and peer support 
among survivors can greatly enhance emotional 
well-being and sense of purpose.

Survivors create their own ways of explaining 
their experiences, which include biopsychosocial 

aspects.

Incorporating the survivors’ perspective into 
care and follow-up will enhance its e�fectiveness.

Many survivors face di�ficulties when 
transitioning from the pediatric to the adult 

health system. There is a lack of professionals 
trained in the late e�fects of childhood cancer.

Ana Carolina Izurrieta-Pacheco, Sara Perez-Jaume, and Anna Felip-Badicí (Hospital Sant Joan de Déu, Spain), David H. Noyd and Nicholas George (Seattle Children’s 
Hospital, USA), Julia Challinor (University of California, San Francisco, USA), Nuria Rossell (Independent Researcher, El Salvador), María Fernanda Olarte-Sierra 

(University of Vienna, Austria), Daniel Bastardo Blanco, Soad Fuentes-Alabí de Aparicio, and Patricia Loggetto (St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, USA), Marcela 
Zubieta (Fundación Nuestros Hijos & Childhood Cancer International, Chile), Viviana Trigoso (Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú), Valeska González, Carlos Frías, 

and Sinders Rincón (Faros de Vida, Latin American Survivors Network), Roberta Ortiz (WHO, Switzerland), Liliana Vásquez Ponce (PAHO, Washington D.C.).

Strengthening transition programs will provide 
survivors with a sense of continuity and security.
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