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RESOLUTION I 

PREVENTION AND PREPAREDNESS FOR FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE EMERGENCIES  
IN THE CARIBBEAN REGION 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 That the Co-operative Republic of Guyana constitutes a strategic nexus between South America 
and the Caribbean countries; 

 That the Caribbean subregion presents dis�nct geographical, epidemiological, and logis�cal 
characteris�cs that call for differen�ated approaches to preven�on and response to animal 
health emergencies; 

 The need to strengthen preven�on and preparedness capaci�es in Caribbean countries as an 
essen�al component of regional sanitary protec�on; 

 Those Caribbean countries, in coordina�on with regional bodies such as the Caribbean Animal 
Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), have 
iden�fied the need to strengthen and harmonize their laboratory diagnos�c and risk analysis 
capaci�es; 

It is resolved: 

1. Request PANAFTOSA/PAHO to promote technical coopera�on between South American and 
Caribbean countries, fostering the exchange of experiences, best prac�ces, and lessons 
learned in the preven�on of and preparedness for foot-and-mouth disease emergencies, 
considering the diverse epidemiological contexts of the Region; 

2. Urge PANAFTOSA/PAHO to support Caribbean countries, in coordina�on with subregional 
organiza�ons, in strengthening their laboratory diagnos�c and risk analysis capaci�es through 
regional technical coopera�on ini�a�ves. 

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
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RESOLUTION II 

HEMISPHERIC PROGRAM FOR THE ERADICATION OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE (PHEFA) 

ACTION PLAN 2026–2030 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 The results achieved in the implementa�on of the 2021–2025 Ac�on Plan, as well as the 
lessons learned;  

 The new 2026–2030 Ac�on Plan, approved by the Hemispheric Commi�ee for the Eradica�on 
of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (COHEFA) in December 2025, which establishes strategic 
priori�es, including addressing countries with persistent challenges, strengthening emergency 
preparedness, and advancing regional integra�on;  

 The recognized importance of promo�ng awareness and ensuring effec�ve implementa�on of 
the 2026–2030 Ac�on Plan at both the strategic level, with ministerial authori�es, and the 
opera�onal level, with livestock producers, to guarantee access to clear and transparent 
technical informa�on;  

 The importance of formal mechanisms to facilitate joint and cross-border ac�ons aimed at 
advancing the eradica�on of foot-and-mouth disease in Venezuela;  

 That since 2022, the Ministry of Popular Power for Produc�ve Agriculture and Lands (MPPAPT) 
of Venezuela has been evalua�ng a proposal for a Technical Coopera�on Agreement with 
PANAFTOSA/PAHO;  

 That, following the technical mission conducted by PANAFTOSA/PAHO to Venezuela from 6 to 10 
April 2026, the country approved the PROFA 2026–2030 Operational Plan, which was technically 
validated by MPPAPT-INSAI and FUNVESSA, with the support of the international organization.  

It is resolved: 

1. Recognize and commend the countries of the Region for the progress achieved under the 
2021–2025 Ac�on Plan of the Hemispheric Program for the Eradica�on of Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease (PHEFA);  
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2. Express apprecia�on to PANAFTOSA/PAHO for the prepara�on of the 2026–2030 Ac�on Plan, 
as approved by the Hemispheric Commi�ee for the Eradica�on of Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
(COHEFA), which serves as the regional forum for defining strategies and coordina�ng progress 
toward eradica�on;  

3. Urge both the public and private sectors of COSALFA Member States to ac�vely disseminate 
the PHEFA 2026–2030 among key na�onal stakeholders and to incorporate it into their 
respec�ve na�onal policies and programmes;  

4. Request PANAFTOSA/PAHO to support the dissemina�on of the new Ac�on Plan to ministerial 
authori�es and to conduct periodic monitoring of its indicators at the regional level, repor�ng 
on progress at COSALFA mee�ngs;  

5. Encourage Brazil, Colombia, and Venezuela to renew formal mechanisms of technical 
coopera�on to advance coordinated ac�ons;  

6. Call upon the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to approve the proposed Technical Coopera�on 
Agreement with PANAFTOSA/PAHO;  

7. Urge the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to ini�ate, without delay, the implementa�on of the 
PROFA 2026–2030 Opera�onal Plan, with the technical support of PANAFTOSA/PAHO and in 
accordance with the established �meline.  

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
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RESOLUTION III 

STRATEGY FOR THE PREVENTION, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE TO FOOT-AND-MOUTH 
DISEASE EMERGENCIES 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 The establishment of the FMD Regional An�gen Bank (BANVACO) in August 2025, which 
cons�tutes a strategic instrument to ensure the �mely availability of an�gens and vaccines 
against foot-and-mouth disease in emergency situa�ons;  

 That risk analysis studies are essen�al to iden�fy vulnerabili�es, priori�ze interven�ons, and 
support technical and policy decision-making at na�onal and regional levels;  

 The importance of ensuring that accurate, science-based informa�on reaches all stakeholders 
involved in the preven�on and surveillance of foot-and-mouth disease, par�cularly rural 
producers.  

It is resolved: 

1. Congratulations on the establishment of BANVACO and the progress achieved in its implementation;  

2. Request PANAFTOSA/PAHO to con�nue coordina�ng and strengthening BANVACO, promo�ng 
its dissemina�on and expansion in membership, including the par�cipa�on of countries from 
the Caribbean, Mesoamerica, and North America;  

3. Request PANAFTOSA/PAHO to con�nue suppor�ng countries in the Region in the training and 
implementa�on of tools and methodologies for risk assessment and risk communica�on, 
tailored to relevant stakeholders;  

4. Recommend that Member States develop and strengthen their na�onal capaci�es in risk 
assessment and communica�on to support decision-making related to the preven�on, 
detec�on, and response to the poten�al introduc�on of foot-and-mouth disease.  

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
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RESOLUTION IV 

COSALFA: CONSOLIDATION AND REGIONAL PROJECTION 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 That COSALFA has served as a key regional governance mechanism, enabling South America 
region to achieve substan�al progress in the eradica�on of foot-and-mouth disease, with more 
than 99% of herds recognized as FMD disease-free; 

 That the countries of the Caribbean and Mesoamerica have remained free of foot-and-mouth 
disease for several decades; 

 That the post-eradica�on context presents new challenges, and that the countries of the 
Caribbean and Mesoamerica face circumstances comparable to those of South America in 
terms of exposure to global risks; 

 That it is important to strengthen the par�cipa�on of other stakeholders in the livestock 
sector, including private veterinary prac��oners and academia, in regional forums related to 
foot-and-mouth disease.  

It is resolved: 

1. Request PANAFTOSA/PAHO, in coordina�on with Member States, to develop a proposal to 
update the COSALFA model, including a review of its regional scope, par�cipa�on, periodicity, 
and mee�ng format, for considera�on at COSALFA 53. 

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
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RESOLUTION V 

APPROVAL OF THE PHEFA BIENNIAL PLAN 2026–2027 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 That the Hemispheric Program for the Eradica�on of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (PHEFA) 
cons�tutes the regional strategic framework for coordina�ng ac�ons aimed at the eradica�on 
of the disease and the sustainability of the sanitary status in the Region;  

 That PANAFTOSA/PAHO, in its capacity as ex officio Secretariat of COSALFA, has submi�ed the 
2026–2027 Biennial Plan for considera�on by Member States.  

It is resolved: 

1. Approve the PHEFA 2026–2027 Biennial Plan, recognizing it as an opera�onal framework for 
the implementa�on of regional ac�ons within the context of the 2026–2030 Ac�on Plan;  

2. Request PANAFTOSA-PAHO to provide technical cooperation to Member States for the 
implementation of the Biennial Plan;  

3. Urge COSALFA Member States, both public and private sectors, to contribute to the 
mobiliza�on of the resources necessary for the effec�ve implementa�on of the 2026–2027 
Biennial Plan. 

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
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RESOLUTION VI 

RECOGNITION OF THE DIRECTOR OF PANAFTOSA-PAHO 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 The appointment of the new Director of PANAFTOSA/PAHO at a decisive moment for the 
Region, characterized by the consolida�on of achievements in the eradica�on of foot-and-
mouth disease and the transi�on toward a scenario of sustainable sanitary status;  

 That Dr. Manuel José Sánchez Vázquez brings a solid background in interna�onal technical 
coopera�on, as well as extensive prior experience within PANAFTOSA/PAHO, cons�tu�ng a 
valuable asset for ins�tu�onal leadership in this new phase;  

 That strengthening regional coopera�on, risk-based surveillance, and preparedness for health 
emergencies requires strong and ar�cula�ng technical leadership at the regional level. 

It is resolved: 

1. Welcome and express its recogni�on to Dr. Manuel José Sánchez Vázquez on his appointment 
as Director of PANAFTOSA/PAHO;  

2. Express its confidence that, under his leadership, PANAFTOSA/PAHO will continue to effectively 
support Member States in consolida�ng the eradica�on of foot-and-mouth disease and in 
strengthening capaci�es for preven�on, surveillance, and response. 

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
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RESOLUTION VII 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA, 

Whereas: 

 The excellent organizational arrangements, hospitality, and support provided by the Government 
of the Co-opera�ve Republic of Guyana for the holding of the 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of 
COSALFA in Georgetown, as well as the virtual Pre-COSALFA Interna�onal Seminar;  

 The commitment and poli�cal support demonstrated by the na�onal authori�es of Guyana in 
strengthening regional coopera�on for the preven�on, preparedness, and rapid response to 
foot-and-mouth disease;  

 The notable par�cipa�on and contribu�ons of both the public and private sectors of Guyana, 
which enabled the effec�ve conduct of the technical sessions and exchanges among countries;  

 The efficient coordina�on and logis�cal support provided by na�onal ins�tu�ons and the 
organizing team, which facilitated the successful implementa�on of COSALFA 52 ac�vi�es. 

It is resolved: 

1. Express its gra�tude to the Co-opera�ve Republic of Guyana, through its governmental 
authori�es—par�cularly the Ministry of Agriculture and the Guyana Livestock Development 
Authority (GLDA)—for the poli�cal, technical, and organiza�onal support provided for the 
convening of the 52nd Ordinary Mee�ng of COSALFA;  

2. Express its apprecia�on to the President Pro Tempore of COSALFA 52, Dr. Dwight Osbourne 
Adebayo Walrond, for his leadership in guiding the proceedings and facilita�ng dialogue and 
decision-making processes during the mee�ng;  

3. Extend its thanks to the ins�tu�ons, professionals, and technical personnel of Guyana, as well 
as to representa�ves of the private sector, for their commitment, hospitality, and valuable 
contribu�ons to the success of the events;  

4. Recognize with appreciation the support provided by the PAHO Country Office in Guyana and by 
PANAFTOSA/PAHO, in its capacity as ex officio Secretariat, for the technical and organiza�onal 
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coordina�on of COSALFA 52. Welcome and express its recogni�on to Dr. Manuel José Sánchez 
Vázquez on his appointment as Director of PANAFTOSA/PAHO;  

5. Express its confidence that, under his leadership, PANAFTOSA/PAHO will continue to effectively 
support Member States in consolida�ng the eradica�on of foot-and-mouth disease and in 
strengthening capaci�es for preven�on, surveillance, and response. 

 
(Approved at the plenary session of  

23 April 2026) 
 






