
 

 

PAHO/WHO Collaborating Centre Webinar 

Pan American Journal of Public Health Special Issue devoted to PAHO/WHO Collaborating 

Centres: Celebrating the Achievement of Our Common Goals 

10 March 2023 

Agenda 

Time Activity Moderator/Panelist 

10:00 AM  

  

Welcome 

  

Ms. Eliane Pereira dos Santos, Advisor, Knowledge 
Management and Networks, PAHO/WHO  

10:05 AM  

  

Opening Remarks 

  

Dr. Sebastian Garcia-Saiso, Director, Evidence and 
Intelligence for Action in Health, PAHO/WHO 

10:10 AM 
  

Summary of the Special Issue 

  
Ms. Sandy Weinger, Specialist, Program Management 
and WHO Collaborating Centres, PAHO/WHO 

10:15 AM Noncommunicable Diseases and Risk 
Factors  
Participants will become familiar with 
how CCs are addressing 
noncommunicable diseases, violence 
prevention, and substance abuse. 

Moderator: Dr. Claudina Cayetano, Advisor, Mental 
Health, PAHO/WHO 
 

Panelists:  
1. Dr. Arturo Cervantes Trejo, Faculty of Health 

Sciences, Universidad Anahuac Mexico, Mexico  
2. Dr. Guillermina Natera, Instituto Nacional de 

Psiquiatría Ramón de la Fuente Muñiz, Mexico 
3. Dr. Catherine Lam, Department of Global Pediatric 

Medicine, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, USA 

10:35 AM  Health Systems and Human Resources  

Participants will become familiar with 
how CCs are addressing public health 
needs in human resources for health, and 
health services and access. 

Moderator: Dr. Silvia Cassiani, Advisor, Nursing and 
Allied Health Personnel Development, PAHO/WHO 
 

Panelists: 
1. Dr. Carlos Eduardo Colpo Batistella, Escola 

Politécnica de Saúde Joaquim Venâncio, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Brazil 

2. Ms. Janet Rigby, School of Nursing, Faculty of 
Health Professions, Dalhousie University, Canada 

3. Dr. Madeline Naegle, Rory Meyers College of 
Nursing, New York University, USA 

10:55 AM Pandemic Preparedness  
Participants will learn about best 
practices in pandemic preparedness and 
response. 

Moderator: Mr. Olger Gonzalez (to be confirmed), 
Human Rights Advisor, PAHO/WHO 
 
Presenter: Mr. Kashish Aneja, O’Neill Institute for 
National and Global Health Law, Georgetown University, 
USA 



 

 

11:05 AM 
  
  

Importance of scientific evidence Dr. Damian Vazquez, Managing Editor, Pan American 
Journal of Public Health, PAHO/WHO 

11:10 AM  
  

Health throughout the Life Course and 
Occupational Health  
Participants will become familiar with 
how CCs are addressing public health 
needs in occupational health, aging, and 
child health. 

Moderator: Dr. Patricia Morsch, Advisor, Healthy Aging, 
PAHO/WHO  
  
Panelists:  
1. Dr. Jerry Spiegel, School of Population and Public 

Health, University of British Columbia, Canada  
2. Dr. Fernando Díaz-Barriga, Facultad de Medicina, 

Universidad Autónoma de San Luis Potos, Mexico  
3. Dr. Sammy Almashat, Occupational Health 

Program, University of Maryland Baltimore, USA  
4. Dr. Nancy VanDevanter, Rory Meyers College of 

Nursing, New York University, USA  

11:35 AM  Digital Health and Infodemics  
Participants will become familiar with 
how CCs are addressing public health 
needs in eHealth and infodemics. 

Moderator: Mr. Marcelo D’Agostino, Senior Advisor, 
Information Systems and Health, PAHO/WHO 
 

Panelists: 
1. Dr. Francesc Saigí-Rubió, Facultat de Ciències de la 

Salut, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain 
2. Dr. Ian Brooks, Center for Health Informatics, 

School of Information Sciences, University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign, USA  

11:50 PM  
  

Neglected Diseases 

Participants will become familiar with 
how CCs are addressing neglected, 
tropical, and vector borne diseases. 

Moderator: Dr. Ruben Santiago Nicholls, Advisor, 
Neglected Infectious Diseases, PAHO/WHO 
 

Panelists:  
1. Dr. Theresa Gyorkos, Faculty of Medicine and 

Health Sciences, McGill University, Canada  
2. Dr. Martha Saboya Díaz, Advisor, Neglected 

Infectious Diseases Epidemiology, PAHO/WHO  

12:05 PM  
  

Closing Remarks Ms. Eliane Pereira dos Santos 

 


