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The Heart Foundation of Jamaica (HFJ) was established in 1971
 A member of The InterAmerican Heart Foundation, the

Framework Convention Alliance and The World Heart Federation.
 HFJ is involved in prevention programmes for cardiovascular

disease.
 Spearheaded the establishment of The Jamaica Coalition for

Tobacco Control (JCTC) on May 31, World No Tobacco Day, 2002.





Article 5.3 FCTC
Tobacco industry Interference: The FCTC Commitments

Under Article 5.3 of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(FCTC), Parties agree that, in setting and implementing their public
health policies with respect to tobacco control, they shall act to protect
these policies from commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco
industry.

This commitment is made recognizing ‘the need to be alert to any efforts
by the tobacco industry to undermine or subvert tobacco control efforts
and the need to be informed of activities of the tobacco industry that
have a negative impact on tobacco control efforts’ (Preamble).



Tobacco industry interference
There is a fundamental, irreconcilable and inherent conflict between 
the tobacco industry’s interests and  public health policy interests

Health is not negotiable-Guidelines for understanding, monitoring and counteracting tobacco industry interference with public policies (2012)
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TOBACCO INDUSTRY TACTICS



Tobacco 
industry in the 
Caribbean

Two companies dominate this industry in the 
Caribbean: British American Tobacco (BAT) 
and Philip Morris International (PMI). 

BAT in Jamaica is Carreras, in Trinidad and 
Tobago WITCO, in Guyana Demerara Tobacco

The Caribbean headquarters of BAT is located 
in Costa Rica. The Caribbean Area of BAT 
Caribbean and Central America is made up 
several companies operating in the region  

Tobacco industry
in the Caribbean



Tobacco 
industry in the 
Caribbean

Philip Morris Dominicana, PMI is the headquarters for 
the Caribbean (Dominican Republic). Philip Morris 
Dominicana manufactures cigarettes for export to the 
Caribbean. The products from Philip Morris are 
distributed by wholesalers across the region 

Cigarettes are manufactured in Trinidad & Tobago 
(BAT)

There has recently been an influx of Chinese and 
African cigarettes

Tobacco industry
in the Caribbean



Tobacco 
industry in 
the Caribbean

Three new companies launched in Jamaica in 2016 (may 
be in other territories)
Two are manufacturing cigarettes, working in the Free 
Zone
Nostic Agricultural & Manufacturing Limited (Capital, 
Coptic Gold, Rockaway, Blaxstar and D&J Royal )
Nalco Products Limited

These companies had announced plans for sourcing 
tobacco for manufacture of cigarettes  from local farmers.

E cigarettes and hookahs sold in most Caribbean 
countries
Curacao reports selling IQOS (Heated Tobacco Product-
HTP)
No other reports as yet of HTP but they are probably 
imported unofficially

Tobacco industry
in the Caribbean



CORPORATE 
SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 
(CSR)

The huge profits generated by the 
sale of tobacco are sometimes 
used to promote tobacco industry 
under the guise of CSR as ‘good 
corporate citizens’

This tactic has been used all across 
the Caribbean region to boost the 
image of the tobacco companies 

CORPORATE 
SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 
(CSR)IAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 
(CSR)



CORPORATE 
SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 
(CSR)IAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 
(CSR)

The tobacco industry relies heavily 
on CSR activities to ‘normalise’ its 
products in light of criticisms aimed 
at its advertising and promotional 
strategies 

Tobacco industry executives have often 
attempted to bolster their reputation by 
being photographed in the company of 
Ministers of Government and other high-
ranking government officials at social 
functions. The photographs are then 
prominently placed in leading newspapers



2012



St. Catherine Eastern Member of Parliament, Denise 
Daley shares a joke with Marcus Steele (centre) and 
Christopher Brown. At a function to welcome 
Marcus Steele

Commissioner of Police, Owen Ellington (right) 
discusses Carreras' continued partnership with the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force with Carreras' new 
Managing Director, Marcus Steele (centre) and 
Christopher Brown, Carreras Head of Corporate & 
Regulatory Affairs (left). At a function to welcome 
Marcus Steele



Function to honor Carreras CEO



Examples of breaches of  Article 5.3
Tobacco industry interference

Case studies and effective action by civil society



Plans to increase tobacco production

• 2011-There had been an increase in the amount of
farmers growing tobacco in the last two years.
Approximately 500 farmers on 300 acres were
noted.

• The Ministry of Agriculture, the Rural Agricultural
Development Authority (RADA), tobacco company
Carreras and local farmers investigated ways in which
the famers can increase the production of tobacco
for export.

• The former Minister of Agriculture said the
Government would provide the farmers with Crown
lands and technical support from Carreras in order to
get the project which is being led by Carreras, “off
the ground".



Plans to increase tobacco production



JCTC response re increased tobacco 
production

• Prepared press release and open letter to the Prime Minister and 
other Cabinet Ministers

• Articles written about issues, press release printed, Radio and TV 
interviews done around the Caribbean 

• Reached out to our regional and international partners
• Press release picked up by 23 local regional and international websites





Our regional Partners response re increased 
tobacco production
• HCC and CCS  carried articles and comments 

on their website and wrote to PM and 
Minister of Health



International Partners response re increased 
tobacco production
• FCA listserv carried articles and comments 

on its website and listserv
• Corporate Accountability launched an email 

petition asking members to send emails to 
the Jamaican Prime Minister and Minister of 
Health

• Over 3,500 emails sent
• Letters written by international partners 

(PAHO, WHF, CTFK, to Prime Minister and 
others



Ministry of Agriculture shelved the 
plan to increase tobacco production

• This plan was in contravention of  
FCTC Articles 5.3, 15-17 

• Plans were made to encourage 
farmers  to plant alternate crops

• 43% drop in tobacco cultivation
reported in 2013



APPOINTMENT OF TOBACCO REPRESENTATIVE TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD

March 2012
• The Bureau of Standards Jamaica -Standards Council is 

a Government Board
• This Board was responsible for the approval of the 

Graphic Health warning standard for cigarette 
products



APPOINTMENT OF TOBACCO REPRESENTATIVE TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD

BSJ Website



JCTC response re appointment of tobacco 
representative to public health board

• Letters sent to the relevant Ministries and Board Chairman 
highlighting contravention of Article 5.3 of the FCTC

• Board Chairman was approached for a presentation to the 
Board

• MOH and the JCTC presented to the  Board explaining the 
breach of Article 5.3

• Tobacco company representative removed from the Public 
Health Board



Tobacco industry donates to MP’S
(JAMAICA 2012)

$5 MILLION DOLLARS PER CONSTITUENCY
EARMARKED FOR COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT (Jamaica 50 celebrations)



TOBACCO INDUSTRY  INTERFERENCE:
JCTC RESPONSE



TOBACCO INDUSTRY  INTERFERENCE

• No response from the PM or Ministers
• 2013- Two of these MP’s were members of the Parliamentary 

Human Resources and Social Development (HRSD) Committee 
asked to review Jamaica’s tobacco regulations including size of 
Graphic Health warnings



Direct collaboration with Government Departments

2011-Carreras Limited provided funding to the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force (police) for the repair of approximately 68 police service vehicles -
value was J$2.8million. 



L-R: Private Sector Organization of Jamaica, President, Joseph Matalon, then Acting Commissioner of Police, 
Owen Ellington and Christopher Brown test ride the motorbikes.

Direct collaboration with Government Departments



Direct collaboration with Government Departments

Carreras continues its support for the Jamaica
Constabulary Force through its recent donation of

computers valued at over  JA$1,000,000 



Customs Depts. meet with the tobacco industry-
2010

• Product Identification Training Course in Barbados.
• The training programme is in keeping with Customs Law Enforcement and 

Private Sector initiatives to counter global trends against smuggling.
• It is organised by the Barbados Customs and Excise Department, in 

cooperation with Carisma Marketing Services, a subsidiary of British 
American Tobacco.

• Participants of the course, who are drawn from Trinidad and Tobago, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent & The Grenadines, St. Kitts & Nevis, Grenada, Belize, 
Bonaire and Curacao 

• Participants are being provided insights into differentiating between 
authentic and counterfeit cigarettes. (contraband and counterfeit)



Customs Depts. meet with the tobacco 
industry- 2010



Carreras meeting with Customs Department 
and Minister of Security -2018

• Cigarette Talks - Carreras Bringing Stakeholders Together To Fight Illicit 
Trade - July 22, 2018

• A wide cross-section of crime fighting stakeholders, including Minister 
of National Security Dr Horace Chang, representatives of Jamaica 
Customs, and international partners, will meet in New Kingston 
tomorrow for a major conference on the illicit trade in cigarettes. 



Carreras meeting with Customs Department 
and Minister of Security-2018

Managing Director, Carreras Limited Marcus Steele (left) looks closely at illegal cigarettes smuggled into the country 
at yesterday's Anti-Illicit Trade Conference at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel in Kingston, while (from 2nd left) Caribbean 
External Affairs and Anti-Illicit Trade Manager British American Tobacco John Padgett, International Advisor, Illicit 
Trade Michael Ellis; and Acting Deputy Commissioner for Operations at Jamaica Customs Agency Kirk Benjamin 
look on.



Carreras meeting with Customs Department 
and Minister of Security
• JCTC response
• Letter written to MOH on Breaches of Article 5.3



Use of JCF and Jamaica Customs logo in Carreras Ads 2013

Letters requesting the removal of the ad from the back of the bus  sent to the Ministry of Transport, 
Works and Housing, the legal officer in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade and the 
chairman of the JUTC. A response was received from Minister of Transport and Works indicating the 
removal of same at the end of the year.



Youth smoking prevention programme launched in June 2010 - initiating this 
campaign in Jamaica  in collaboration with:

• The Ministry of Education, 
• The Child Development Agency 

Launched in other Caribbean countries 
Objective
To prevent the purchase of cigarettes by persons under 18 year of age 
(research has shown that these programmes have the opposite effect)

Youth smoking prevention programme



Youth smoking prevention programme Jamaica

2011-2012 Carreras Annual Report

This poster 
is a breach 
of Article 

5.3



Youth smoking prevention programmes 
Barbados, St Lucia



This graphic is in breach of Article 5.3 of the FCTC



Breaches of Article 5.3

• The JCTC wrote letters to the Ministry of Education, Child 
Development Agency and prepared a press release

• The tobacco company was also written to on the matter by Ministry 
of Education

• The programme was halted??



5 years later!! the TI once again uses this 
graphic on their cigarette dispensers



Letters were again written to the relevant 
agencies. Graphics removed within 5 days



New graphic for Carreras – without logos



New graphic for Carreras – without logos



40 scholarships $8 millionCarreras Limited Managing Director Marcus Steele (front row, centre), Minister of 
Education, Youth and Information Senator the Honourable Ruel Reid (third right) share a 
memorable moment with the Carreras Limited 2016 40 scholarship recipients

Carreras’ commitment to Empowering Young 
Adults Through Education 2016



Carreras’ commitment to Empowering Young 
Adults Through Education
JCTC response
• Letter written to the Minister  of Education regarding Article 5.3
• Confirmation of receipt by Minister



Carreras donates academic scholarships (2017)

43 scholarships $8 million



Carreras donates academic scholarships (2018)

Recipients of the Carreras 2018 scholarships pose with their plaques along with Minister of Labour and Social Security Shahine
Robinson (seated, centre); Marcus Steele (seated, fifth right), Carreras managing director; and Pearnel Charles Jr. (seated, fifth 
left), state minister in the Ministry of National Security, at the Carreras 2018 Scholarship Awards Ceremony at The Jamaica 
Pegasus hotel last Tuesday. Mijanou (second row, second right), was among the 42 scholars who were presented with awards.

42 scholarships $7 million



September 2019
At Tuesday's function, Carreras presented 
scholarship awards and cheques amounting 
to $11 million to 52 tertiary students, out of 
a total of 500 applicants.

The Carreras scholarship programme, 
according to the release, has been in 
existence since 1967. 
The objective is to:
• Increase access to tertiary education, 
• Increase academic achievement by 

reducing the concerns of families and 
students about how fees will be paid, 

• Help to retain high-ability citizens in 
Jamaica

53 scholarships $11 million



Donation to The University Of Guyana 2014

July 2014. Seventeen companies, responding to a request from the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce Inc. (GCCI), collectively donated
the sum of $GY355,000 towards the University of Guyana’s 50th
Anniversary Committee.
One of the sponsors was the Demerara Tobacco Company. The
University of Guyana, founded in 1963, is Guyana’s only public tertiary
institution, and it has made significant contributions to the social,
economic and political landscape of the country



CARICOM RECEIVES DONATIONS 2015

CARICOM SG, Ambassador LaRocque receives donations from the Managing Director of the Demerara 
Tobacco Company Ltd, Guyana, Maurlain Kirton, on behalf of the people of Dominica. (Guyana Private 
Sector Commission) …..CARICOM website

Maurlain Kirton 



EXAMPLES OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY



Food for the Poor Jamaica (FFP) collaborates with 
Carreras to build houses (2016)



Food for the Poor Jamaica (FFP) collaborates with 
Carreras to build houses (2016)

• Press articles about Carreras building houses
• Facebook posts also
• JCTC wrote to FFP
• Facebook post removed
• No response to date



United Way takes funds from the tobacco industry 
(2013 and 2014)



United Way of 
Jamaica takes 
funds from 
the tobacco 
industry

Our 2018 Highest Corporate donor
Carreras Limited has for over 50 years
been invested in Corporate Social
Responsibilities activities in support of
different social, cultural, environmental
and educational projects, fulfilling its
role of a good Corporate citizen within
the communities in which it operates.
(UWJ website).

Carreras Limited has consistently 
donated to United Way of Jamaica 

since 2006.



United Way of Jamaica takes funds from the 
tobacco industry

• The mandate of United Way for “individuals and families to 
achieve their human potential through education, financial 
stability and healthy lives”

• This is not in keeping with the acceptance of funds from an 
industry whose product has such a negative impact on 
health and human and social development

• No clear policy on donations from the tobacco industry 
(worldwide)

• Similar challenge recently with Red Cross (USA)



United Way takes funds 
from the tobacco industry 

• HFJ/JCTC wrote to CVSS and 
United Way about the matter

• Wrote to our regional and 
international partners as well

• Recommended that they cease 
taking tobacco funds

• There was little or no response 
to our letters



Donating park benches - Jamaica

Left-Mayor of Mandeville, Councillor Brenda Ramsay explains to Carreras Managing Director, Marcus Steele (centre) the 
refurbishment plans for the Cecil Charlton Park. Looking on is Corporate & Regulatory Affairs Manager Christopher Brown 
(Left), Councillor Dalton Brown, Erwin Facey, Deputy Mayor of Mandeville and Carreras Areas Sales Manager, Chavanie
Clarke (right).

Right-Marcus Steele discussing Carreras' partnership with the Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
President, Wendy Freckleton, while enjoying the comfort of one of the 10 benches provided by Carreras .



Planting Mangroves -
Guyana

• June 2010. The 
Mangrove Action 
Committee worked 
with Demerara Tobacco 
Company (DTC) to 
heighten awareness of 
the importance of 
mangroves and the 
need to protect and 
preserve them. 

• In collaboration with 
DTC also, new 
mangrove trees were 
planted and would be 
monitored to ensure 
sustainability 



Tree planting - Jamaica

• Reforestation/rehabilita
tion and protection of the 
Blue and John Crow 
Mountain National Park,  
done by Carreras.



Tree planting – T&T

November 2009.  WITCO 
partnered with ASA Wright 
Nature Centre for a massive 
tree-planting activity to plant 
some 9,000 trees on 1,500 
acres of land. The aim was to 
reduce and neutralise WITCO’s 
‘carbon footprint’ by engaging 
in planting a swathe of trees 

Witco executive director 
Sheldon Taitt, left, joins Arima 
MP Penelope Beckles, right, 
and Asa Wright Nature Centre 
chairman, Dr Carol James, in 
the symbolic planting of a tree 
at the centre’s Blanchisseuse
Old Road, Arima grounds



OPPORTUNITIES

High-level government leadership, 
as seen in some Caribbean 
countries, can significantly alter the 
landscape of tobacco control and 
accelerate the progress of policies 

Implementation of the Port of 
Spain Declaration on NCDs is 
crucial as tobacco control is 
highlighted as a priority



OPPORTUNITIES

There has been a call for integration of WHO 
FCTC implementation into countries’ health 
and development plans.  

At the country level, The United Nations 
Multi-Country Sustainable Development 
Framework (MSDF) is a good opportunity for 
UN Agencies to support Caribbean 
Governments in implementation of the FCTC. 
The MSDF Caribbean 2017 to 2021 
incorporates FCTC implementation



Lessons 
learned

Civil society efforts are crucial to 
successful tobacco control efforts

Governments need to implement the 
FCTC

Article 5.3 is an important measure to 
reduce tobacco industry interference

Some public health officials are not fully 
aware of the implications of Article 5.3



Lessons 
learned

Multi-sectoral partnerships 
important for advocacy

Support from international partners 
is very important 

Media can be a powerful tool for and 
ally of tobacco control advocates 

POLICY, POLICY, POLICY



In memory of two of our leading tobacco control advocates: John died from lung cancer. Dr Hagley 
was the first Chairman of the JCTC - we will not let their death be in vain......



Committed to a Tobacco Free Caribbean


	��
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Article 5.3 FCTC
	Tobacco industry interference
	Slide Number 8
	Tobacco industry in the Caribbean
	Tobacco industry in the Caribbean
	Tobacco industry in the Caribbean
	CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (CSR)
	CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (CSR)IAL RESPONSIBILITY (CSR)
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Function to honor Carreras CEO
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Plans to increase tobacco production
	JCTC response re increased tobacco production
	Slide Number 21
	Our regional Partners response re increased tobacco production
	International Partners response re increased tobacco production
	Slide Number 24
	APPOINTMENT OF TOBACCO REPRESENTATIVE TO PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD
	APPOINTMENT OF TOBACCO REPRESENTATIVE TO PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD
	JCTC response re appointment of tobacco representative to public health board
	Tobacco industry donates to MP’S�(JAMAICA 2012)
	TOBACCO INDUSTRY  INTERFERENCE:�JCTC RESPONSE
	TOBACCO INDUSTRY  INTERFERENCE�
	Direct collaboration with Government Departments
	Slide Number 32
	Direct collaboration with Government Departments
	Customs Depts. meet with the tobacco industry- 2010
	Customs Depts. meet with the tobacco industry- 2010
	Carreras meeting with Customs Department and Minister of Security -2018
	Carreras meeting with Customs Department and Minister of Security-2018
	Carreras meeting with Customs Department and Minister of Security
	Use of JCF and Jamaica Customs logo in Carreras Ads 2013
	��
	Youth smoking prevention programme Jamaica
	Youth smoking prevention programmes Barbados, St Lucia
	This graphic is in breach of Article 5.3 of the FCTC�
	Breaches of Article 5.3
	5 years later!! the TI once again uses this graphic on their cigarette dispensers
	Letters were again written to the relevant agencies. Graphics removed within 5 days
	New graphic for Carreras – without logos
	New graphic for Carreras – without logos
	Carreras’ commitment to Empowering Young Adults Through Education 2016
	Carreras’ commitment to Empowering Young Adults Through Education
	Carreras donates academic scholarships (2017)
	Carreras donates academic scholarships (2018)
	Slide Number 53
	Donation to The University Of Guyana 2014
	CARICOM RECEIVES DONATIONS 2015
	Slide Number 56
	Food for the Poor Jamaica (FFP) collaborates with Carreras to build houses (2016)
	Food for the Poor Jamaica (FFP) collaborates with Carreras to build houses (2016)
	�United Way takes funds from the tobacco industry (2013 and 2014)
	United Way of Jamaica takes funds from the tobacco industry
	United Way of Jamaica takes funds from the tobacco industry
	United Way takes funds from the tobacco industry 
	Donating park benches - Jamaica
	Planting Mangroves - Guyana
	Tree planting - Jamaica
	Tree planting – T&T
	OPPORTUNITIES
	OPPORTUNITIES
	Lessons learned
	Lessons learned
	Slide Number 71
	� Committed to a Tobacco Free Caribbean�

