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CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN HAITI – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2010 – #8

Situation Overview
In partnership with the Health Cluster
and Ministry of Public Health &
Population (MSPP), IOM is leading a
verification process of geographic
information system (GIS) and basic
capacity of the Cholera Treatment
Centers (CTCs) and Cholera Treatment
Units (CTUs). All CTC and CTU in Port-auPrince and Leogane will be mapped by
December 12. The initiative will continue
until all departments are covered. From
this process, reliable maps will be produced for MSPP and Health Cluster partners and local level
maps will be produced for distribution to Oral Rehydration Points (ORP), patient transport service
providers and health facilities.

The results of the presidential elections announced 7 December has led to civil unrest and
demonstrations in various points of city of Port-au-Prince and other regions of the country,
humanitarian activities carried out by PAHO WHO are temporarily suspended until the situation
stabilizes.

Epidemiology
On December 7, the MSPP reported that the cumulative number of hospital visits and deaths
due to cholera, as of December 4th, was 93,222 and 2,120 respectively, giving an overall case
The Ministè re de la Sante Publique et de la Population (MSPP) and PAHO, the
Regional of Office of the World Health Organization (WHO) for the Americas,
coordinate the Health Cluster. MSPP Cluster Contacts: Dr. Claude Surena; Dr. Jean
Hugues Henrys; PAHO/WHO Contacts: Dr. Dana van Alphen, Saran Koly: +(509)
3933-6875.
Health Cluster partners are asked to contribute to this bulletin with information on
needs and activities as well as corrections to content, by emailing
hai.clustersante@paho.org (subject heading: Health Cluster Bulletin). For useful
information on meetings, guidelines, and CTC, CTU, and health facility locations,
visit: http://haiti.humanitarianresponse.info.
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fatality rate of 2.3%. Of these, 44,157 of patients have been hospitalized due to cholera and 1,459
have died in hospital, giving a case fatality rate of 3.3%.
For Port-au-Prince, the cumulative number of hospital visits and deaths due to cholera was
12,592 and 186 respectively. Of those, 4,459 have been hospitalized. The in-hospital case fatality
rate for Port-au-Prince is 1.5% while the case fatality rate at health services is 4.0%. The MSPP daily
reports are available at http://www.mspp.gouv.ht/site/downloads/.
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Department Response Activities
ARTIBONITE
As of December 7, Hospital Albert Schweitzer (HAS ) has treated 1,300 cholera patients and is
currently seeing 25 to 35 admissions per day, with numbers gradually decreasing. Barbe and the
high mountains above Verrettes currently have a particularly high number of cases. HAS, MSF, and
the UCS of Petite Riviere, Verrettes, and Lachapelle are collaborating to speed treatment access
and water and sanitation training in that area. Teams are being sent to the areas where clusters of
cholera patients come from to help build latrines (150-200 total planned) and water filters (100 total
planned). ORS supplies (kits of 50 and 100 sachets each) are being distributed to health agents and
community volunteers, but amounts are not sufficient for all volunteers. Some sachets are
distributed at literacy classes and other normal functions.
HAS was distributed the training manuals provided by the US-Centers for Disease Control and
held cholera training updates for its health agents. Update sessions are also in process for 200 HAS
community volunteers. Another 600 volunteers will need the training. With the chlorine powder
onsite HAS prepared 250 labeled small containers for the agents to use and hand out after
instruction in use. Powdered chlorine is widely used and available in local markets, whereas HAS
and markets still do not have supplies of Aquatab, so district residents are being taught how to use
powdered chlorine. If the electoral process and holidays do not delay releasing Aquatab
replacement, which are currently in customs, HAS will distribute to the volunteers as well.
The Spanish Red Cross continues working in Artibonite, Port-au-Prince, Leogane and Jacmel. It
supports the Cuban Brigade managed CTC in Artibonite.
In L’Estere, a district of Gonaives , the Spanish Red Cross and the Haitian Red Cross water plant
provide safe water to the CTC. Some 135,000 litres of water have been provided to the CTC
patients, family and staff. Around 500 buckets and cholera pamphlets have been delivered to the
CTC. The Spanish Red Cross also assists families in L’Estere families by providing eight latrines and
supplies them with disinfection materials. Additionally, it supports two CTC run by Medecins Sans
Frontiè res with sprayers, protection materials and buckets: Marchand Dessalines and Saint Marc.
Further, in these two areas 2,535 houses have been disinfected (1,742 of them with cholera cases),
21,103 people have been sensitized on cholera issues (transmission, prevention and early
treatment), 72,420 Aquatabs have been distributed and 1,186 people have been sensitized in
correct hand-washing technique.
CARE has started distributing hygiene kits in Upper Artibonite (communal areas of Anse Rouge,
Gonaives and Ennery) and the Northwest Department (Port de Paix). A total of 941 kits have been
distributed (837 at community level, 88 to people with HIV and 16 to host families). Each kit contains
2 bars soap, 3 packs of ORS and Aquatabs for 50 gallons water.

WEST
In Port-au-Prince, the Spanish Red Cross monitored 21 camps of INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS
(IDP), to ensure chlorination of tanks and bladders. The Red Cross continues supporting the CTC in
Bicentenaire with daily water trucking (25,000 litres). The water distribution and safe water materials
(5,000 liters, six bladder tanks, and water tapstands) to accomodte for the new increased bed
capacity of the CTC (300 beds).
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The Norwegian Red Cross provides transport services for cholera patients . It continues to support
cholera treatment facilities in Petit Goave, in cooperation with Medecins du Monde Suisse, Oxfam
Intermó n, and Terre des Hommes. It has provided logistics, staff recruitment and training. A cholera
treatment kit was provided to Grand Goave CTC through Norwegian Red Cross. Red Cross
volunteers are also present at the hospital, in order to orient suspected cholera patients to the right
CTC, conduct hygiene promotion and deliver pamphlets about cholera. The Norwegian Red Cross
sponsored hygiene promotion activities, which reached 15,765 people in the Petit Goave area
Haitian Red Cross volunteers trained by Norwegian Red Cross are making house calls to provide
information in four camps. The volunteers also provide training to 20 schools, in close cooperation
with the civil protection system of Petit Goave.
In Leogane, the Netherlands Red Cross, together with the Haitian Red Cross, trained 68
volunteers on cholera and health education. The Haitian Red Cross, together with the Netherlands
Red Cross and the Canadian Red Cross, is going to provide hygiene promotion sessions and
distribute non-food items (jerry cans, chlorine tablets, soaps and leaflets) to 10,000 households.
The German Red Cross manages a CTC in Arcahaie (covering a 140,000 population). It also
supports the MSPP activities in the commune of Carrefour (population 500,000), including
epidemiological data management. The German Red Cross (GRC) sponsors a mobile health
promotion team which disseminates prevention messages in Carrefour and Arcachie. The GRC will
continue its cholera response activities for a period of six months, with possibility of extension and
expansion depending on needs. So far, it has strengthened the capacities of Haitian Red Cross
volunteers to implement community-based activities in remote communities in the department of
Grand Anse (population: 400,000), Nippes (population: 290,000) and Leogane (population: 15,000).
The Canadian Red Cross is deploying an Emergency Response Unit to support the Red Cross 100bed CTC in Carrefour (Port-au-Price) to work alongside the Japanese and Spanish Red Cross
Societies. The Centre is expected to open December 11, and will contain 40 beds. The International
Federation is coordinating this deployment and providing technical and logistical support. The
Canadian Red Cross is also involved in cholera-related activities in the regions of Leogane and
Jacmel.

PROMESS
As of 5 December
PROMESS focus on Ringer Lactate 1 L:





Total distributed from Oct 21st to December 4 th: Ringer 1L: 252,040; Ringer 500 ml: 5,400; ORS:
393,200.
the stock at PROMESS : 144,261 Ringer 1L
ORS at PROMESS: 760,800

Pipeline: around 405,000 Ringers, detail as follow:
150,000 Ringers scheduled to arrive by December 15th from BRA (waiting for confirmation)
55,000 scheduled to arrive by December 10th from DOR
200,000 scheduled to arrive by the January 10th (Baxter de Columbia)
PS: ORS as of today at PROMESS: 760,800
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Health Promotion & Training
A total of 22 health staff completed two training of trainers sessions on cholera and the
operation of ORP. These staff have since trained 79 camp residents in Tabarre, Croix des Bouquets
and Cite Soleil on the provision of first line treatment to people with cholera symptoms. They also
learned how to refer cases to CTU and CTC and how to conduct home visits. Currently, IOMsupported ORP are operating in Croix-des-Bouquet and in Cite Soleil. A total of 27 psychosocial staff
has been trained by the WASH unit on hygiene promotion and on addressing misconceptions
about transmission of cholera in communities. The five psychosocial teams continue to incorporate
strategies that address fears and feelings of panic among residents in the 17 IDP sites in which they
work. Stigma towards those infected or suspected to be infected continues to be addressed by the
team through community messaging, support groups and counseling sessions.
500 people continue to work throughout the Lower Artibonite to deliver messages on
hygiene, sanitation, and the treatment of Cholera. Approximately 127,000 individuals have
received this information directly. 50 people are actively engaged in sanitation activities to ensure
a clean environment in places where patient care is being provided. Cleaning supplies and
protective gear are also being provided to support and protect these workers.
IOM's WASH and Cholera-trained community mobilization advisors have been providing
essential information on cholera prevention and treatment by going tent-to-tent in camps which
have been highlighted as vulnerable by IOM Camp Management Operations (CMO) teams. The
teams did interviews and focus groups with the camp committees as well as the surrounding areas'
populations, and distribute cholera-themed flyers and the current version of the "Chimen Lakay"
journal, also cholera-themed. Subjects included defining cholera, preventing cholera transmission,
treatment, how to prepare serum, and the dissemination of emergency numbers.
In the South East department, Plan Haiti organized a cholera awareness orientation session for
cooks, homemakers and food handlers. The emphasis was placed on their responsibility to carry out
hygienic practices before, during and after preparing food. Such as how to place products in the
refrigerator, do not mix the preparing of raw meat with uncooked vegetables and fruits. The
rigorous practice of basic hygiene is the most powerful weapon in the fight against cholera. A sheet
of Ministry of Health approved message was given to each participant. Training as part of cholera
awareness and community mobilization in the context of prevention to reduce the spread of
cholera took place in Bainet Fer and Cote.
Red Cross is currently scaling up its cholera activities to cover a wider geographic area using as
platform the current disaster preparedness surge project. Hundreds of volunteers from Haitian Red
Cross Society branches are receiving training on hygiene promotion and are taking part in cholera
prevention awareness-raising activities in schools, communal areas and markets throughout the
country. The Red Cross has begun cholera prevention activities in the Northeast Department of
Haiti. The 18 American Red Cross Malaria/PHAST program volunteers and two promotion supervisors
led cholera prevention educational sessions in 9 schools in Trou de Nord (schools included
Royaume des petits, Nationale des filles, Nationale des garcons, Nationale mixte, College
Evangelique d’Haiti, College Sacre-Couer, College St-Luc, College Jean-Jacques Rousseau and
College St-Vincent), reaching 2,863 students (1,929 girls and 934 boys) with messaging. Next week,
this team will continue school cholera prevention information sessions in Caracol and Ste-Suzanne,
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and begin cholera messaging with the use of trucks with loudspeakers in Trou du Nord, Ste Suzanne
and Fort-Liberte municipalities.
CARE has trained additional staff and volunteers on cholera: 308 health workers, volunteers and
community agents have been trained in the Northwest/Artibonite (198 people including 72
women), and the Nippes (110 people, including 55 women) on cholera prevention. Training has
also started for community based sensitizers (paid daily workers), who will help scale up message
dissemination in Carrefour and Lé ogâ ne. A total of 60 sensitizers are being trained in those camps.
Since 22 November, more people have been reached by CARE sensitization activities in all
departments where CARE is working: Upper Artibonite, Northwest, Lé ogâ ne and Carrefour, GrandeAnse and the Nippes.
In the IDP camps of Carrefour and Lé ogâ ne, CARE started distributing flyers and t-shirts with
MSPP-approved cholera messages, while continuing to reach out to people through sensitization
meetings held with mothers’ and children’s clubs, public sessions, and home visits. Over the past 10
days, 2,009 people have been reached that way in IDP camps.
In total, CARE has reached almost 250,000 people with cholera sensitization since the initiation of
our cholera response. This includes 100,000 people in the Northwest, 46,000 in Artibonite, almost
60,000 in the Grande Anse and 33,000 in the Nippes. CARE continues to broadcast the 12 key
messages approved by the MSPP through 33 radio stations in Grande-Anse, Nippes, North-West and
Artibonite.
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