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Haiti, along with Bolivia, Guyana, Honduras, and Nicaragua, is one of the five priority countries of Pan American Health
Organization-Regional Office for the Americas of the World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO). PAHO Director, Dr. Mirta Roses Periago
is a member of the Regional United Nations Development Group Team for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNDG
LAC), which continues to consider Haiti as a priority on its agenda. PAHO/WHO also participates actively in the "Group
of Friends of Haiti" created by the Organization of American States (OAS).
In the aftermath of the earthquake which struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, PAHO/WHO responded immediately and
was operational within three days. Critical information was gathered through the PAHO/WHO Emergency Operations
Center (EOC). This facilitated the coordination of logistics and humanitarian aid efforts. The PAHO/WHO Country
Office was partially damaged and the PAHO/WHO team was relocated to PROMESS premises to continue operations.
PROMESS, the National Center for the Supply of Essential Medicines managed by PAHO/WHO, is located near the Portau-Prince airport and has played a key role in the timely distribution of medical supplies and essential medicines
throughout the recovery period. PAHO Director, Dr. Roses, traveled to Haiti and the Dominican Republic within 10 days of
the earthquake to hold high level meetings with Haitian authorities and other relevant partners.
Adding to the devastation, in October 2010, the first cases of cholera were reported and confirmed in Haiti, marking the
first time epidemic cholera had reached the Hispaniola Island in over 100 years. PAHO/WHO´s technical cooperation
program was reoriented to respond to the new demands and the immediate threat presented by the cholera epidemic,
with thousands of Haitians still living in vulnerable conditions. To respond to the epidemic the Organization’s Country
Office and PROMESS were strengthened in terms of logistics, staff and financial resources.
PAHO/WHO’s sustained support to national authorities in the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP as per its
acronym in French) as well as its leadership role in the coordination of efforts with different partners and stakeholders
in the health sector of Haiti, including with the Interamerican and United Nations systems, have been key to the
Haitian health system recovery process. The Organization, as it is mandated by its governing bodies, always works
with the national health counterparts, as well as with other stakeholders and partners to ensure the alignment of
efforts with Haitian national priorities in health.
From the beginning of 2010 until April 2011, PAHO/WHO has mobilized over US$ 22 million to address pressing health
issues following the earthquake, and another US$ 16 million to address the cholera epidemic. PAHO/WHO has also
mobilized more than US$ 35 million for its regular technical cooperation programs in the country.
In the context of the emergency produced by the earthquake and the cholera outbreak, PAHO/WHO’s technical
cooperation in Haiti has been carried out, in continuous interaction with the MSPP as well as with other government
ministries and local government authorities, incorporating governmental actors at all levels, aimed at:
• Improving coordination of the multiplicity of partners and stakeholders in the health sector in Haiti; leading the
Health Cluster and participating in other Clusters, particularly the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Cluster (WASH).
• Supporting the MSPP of Haiti to strengthen its leadership and stewardship of the health sector and promoting
national health development.
• Coordination of actions with Dominican Republic, since these two countries share the Hispaniola Island, through
a binational approach.
• Strengthening the disaster preparedness and humanitarian aid program, fostering MSPP leadership and
participation at national and sub-national levels.
• Development of a health information, and epidemiological alert and response system to support decision-making.
Coordination within the various levels of PAHO/WHO has also been essential. PAHO’s Task Force for Haiti was activated,
producing and sharing information with all three levels of the Organization (global, regional and country level), which
included daily teleconferences between the Country Office in Haiti, the Executive Management Team at the Regional Level
and the Global office of the WHO in Geneva. PAHO’s Director, Dr. Roses, and PAHO’s Deputy Director, Dr. Jon Andrus,
conducted press briefings and conferences. A harmonized communication strategy was implemented, as information
gathering and dissemination became essential to guide international efforts to support the country.
PAHO/WHO has carefully coordinated health development activities with other agencies of the United Nations, including
MINUSTAH (UN Stabilization Mission for Haiti) and the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), as well
as the Inter-American system, particularly with the Organization of American States (OAS).
In addition, PAHO/WHO has coordinated its technical cooperation with other major multilateral partners and stakeholders
such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank (WB), the European Commission (EC) and
particularly the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO).
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PAHO/WHO, together with the MSPP, is also working with many bilateral partners, including: the UK Department for
International Development (DFID), the Spanish Agency of International Development Cooperation (AECID), the Cuban
Medical Brigades (CMB), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the US Agency for International
Development (USAID), the US State Department, and US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
Following the earthquake, Dr. Jon Andrus held teleconferences three times a week with US and Canadian official
government partners.
Andalucía, Andorra, Finland, France, Italy, Japan, Monaco and many other Latin American and Caribbean countries,
such as Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico and Venezuela expressed their solidarity and generosity to Haiti,
providing financial resources to address health issues in the context of both the aftermath of the earthquake and the
cholera epidemic.
PAHO/WHO is working in the field with many NGO partners, including: International Federation of the Red Cross and its
National Societies, Partners in Health, Aide Medical International, Merlin, Médecins Sans Frontières, Médecins du
Monde, Save the Children, International Medical Corps, Handicap International, among many others.
The PAHO/WHO Country Office team in Haiti consists of international and national advisors, as well as administrative support
personnel. During 2010, the staff grew and as of April 2011, there was a total of 130 staff working in the office, including
those who were stationed in Haiti before the earthquake.
To respond to the earthquake emergency, 115 experts were deployed from all over the world to support the Haiti
Country Office team. With the onset of the cholera outbreak, an additional 140 experts have been mobilized by
PAHO/WHO since October of 2010 to coordinate the health response and to provide support in various areas: alert and
epidemiological response, medicines and medical supplies, vaccinations, resource mobilization, water and sanitation,
coordination, logistics, among others. According to official records, as of April 15th 2011, 285,239 cholera patients
have been treated thanks to efforts carried out by the MSPP, PAHO/WHO and its partners.
PAHO/WHO’s technical cooperation in 2010 and 2011 has been reoriented to respond to priorities that emerged after
the earthquake and the cholera outbreak. The main programs being carried out are:
• Emergency and Disaster Response: provision of basic health care for the affected population and establishment
of epidemiological alert and response systems for the cholera epidemic.
• Leadership and coordination through the Health Cluster.
• Strengthening of PAHO/WHO’s Country Office to provide effective support to national health authorities including
mobilization of resources and coordination with Dominican Republic.
• Strengthening the National Center for the Supply of Essential Medicines: PROMESS.
• Improving environmental health, especially water and sanitation and social communication/health promotion
• Restarting vaccination activities.
• Supporting the MSPP to establish an effective surveillance network and an integrated health information systems.
• Supporting the MSPP to train additional human resources for health.
• Addressing the priority communicable diseases: tuberculosis, malaria, lymphatic filariasis and intestinal
parasites; as well as HIV/AIDS.
• Continuing to improve nutrition, mental health and oral health.
• Relaunching the Free Obstetric Care (SOG) Project to improve maternal and neonatal health and establishing the
Free Child Care (SIG) Project.
For details on each of these areas, please see the Fact Sheets that follow.
“To all those in Governments' agencies, public and private donors, individuals
and organizations who have contributed funds and time inspired by their generosity
and solidarity with Haiti, we say ‘thanks’ for your trust and confidence.”

Mirta Roses Periago
PAHO Director
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