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HIGHLIGHTS
 Improved waste management (solid and health care) is
taking place in hospitals, including the appropriate
disposal of amputated body parts.
 The large number of people with disabilities as a result of
the earthquake will require long-term specialized care.

 The Ministry of Health is setting priorities among the 600
spontaneous sites for additional medical care.

 Internally displaced persons (IDPs) are posing serious
challenges for departmental hospitals.
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ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING


According to the Ministry of Health, 150 health facilities are operational in Port au Prince,
providing primary health care. Forty-six facilities have surgical capacity; eight of these are field
hospitals. The complete list of field hospitals and fixed hospitals has been sent to all Health
Cluster members.



PAHO/WHO reports there are currently no reported outbreaks of communicable diseases
including cholera, measles and rubella. Polio has been eliminated in Haiti. In the short-term, the
early warning system must be set up in selected sites and subsequently, the restoration of
surveillance is a priority. Presently, Haiti’s immunization program is not functioning and tetanus
is the disease of most immediate concern. However, mass vaccination activities are not
recommended at this time. They may be considered once vaccination becomes logistically
feasible and the situation stabilizes.



Approximately 130,000 people are living with HIV in Haiti. Of this number, about 50% are on
antiretroviral treatment. There is concern that many HIV-infected patients have migrated to
rural areas, thus possibly disrupting ongoing access to treatment. Additionally, the National
HIV/AIDS hospital (Gheskio) is now focusing mainly on trauma care



Some of the 600 spontaneous gathering sites are regularly visited by mobile clinics.



According to the Cuban Medical Brigades, departmental hospitals are facing numerous problems
due to internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Jeremy, Jacmel, Port de Paix and Fort Liberté.



There is a strong need for post-operative care. Three sites have been identified to provide this
service but they still need to be set up.



The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services reports that hospitals functioning in Port au
Prince do not have the capacity to receive patients transferred from the ship UNSN Comfort
following surgery. However, many agencies are willing to refer patients to the Comfort and this
process is now underway.



The health cluster’s subgroup on public health assessments agreed to use the adapted IRA form,
and training will take place for people who will conduct the assessment on Sunday, January 24.



On January 23, an additional 12 health centres will be assessed.

GAP FILLING
DRUG SUPPLIES


PROMESS has received 29 requests for medicines and medical supplies on Friday, January
22. The Health Cluster has created a new subgroup that will work on this issue. Cluster
partners wanted to know how to order medicines and medical supplies from PROMESS and
their availability.



Two or three organizations have proposed donating medical devices for Haitians hospitals
such as anesthesia machines and other equipment.

OUTBREAK CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH


The Haitian Ministry of Health, in collaboration with la Direction d’Epidemiologie de
Laboratoire et de Recherches/PAHO, has developed an epidemiological surveillance form
and distributed it to Health Cluster partners. Completed forms will be collected daily from
31 sentinel sites, composed of departmental hospitals, university hospitals, field hospitals
and spontaneous settlements and sent to the National Epidemiology Office based at the
National Health Laboratory.

PROVISION OF BASIC HEALTH SERVICES


Haiti’s Ministry of Health and the health cluster have defined a strategy to reestablish basic
health care at the community level. Medical response is organized into three levels: Level
1 = mobile clinics to be deployed in the 250 areas identified by the government where the
displaced population has spontaneously gathered, Level 2 = permanent medical clinics in
at least 15 locations identified by the government, level 3 = hospitals and field hospitals.
Haitian NGOs and international NGOs will partner to establish Level 2 clinics, organize the
medical supplies to be provided by PROMESS and deploy mobile health teams.



International Red Cross Committee has first aid facilities provided through the Haitian Red Cross in
five spontaneous settlements in Port au Prince and Petit Goave:



The ICRC is also supporting fixed health posts (providing first aid care) in Cité Soleil and
Martissant. Additionally, ICRC supports the prison administration, providing medical
assistance, among other activities.



Colombian medical and health staff is working in Hopital de la Paix on triage, biological and
hospital waste management, follow up of post-operative patients; maternity care and
potable water. Firefighters from Colombia are also helping with solid waste management at
the Carrefour Hospital. The Colombian Red Cross announced the arrival of the Colombian
hospital ARC Cartagena to Haiti bringing 8 doctors and nurses. The ship has two operations
theaters and 450 tons of food, water and fuel.



The Israeli field hospital has two operating theaters with anesthetics, orthopedics, general
surgeons and nurses. In the last four days, they have conducted more than 60 operations.



La Protection Civile Francaise and the SAMU (Service Aide Medicale d´Urgence) are still
working in the following hospitals: Canapé Vert, CDTI, Hopital Francais, HCH, Diquini,
Degand and the Lycee Francais field hospital).

SAFE WATER IN HEALTH FACILITIES


WHO/PAHO is helping to coordinate delivery of water to affected communities and health
facilities and monitoring its quality. WHO is collaborating with the Direction Nationale pour
l'Eau Potable et l'Assainissement (DINEPA) on water quality. About 50 water tankers are
providing water to health care settings and to the affected population. The water is
collected from three major pumping stations. Even if the water is clean when pumped from
50m underground, its quality may be compromised during transport. WHO is training
operators at the three water stations to treat water with chlorine. This will prevent
potential contamination afterwards. These interventions are key in Haiti where poor
environmental conditions could lead to outbreaks.
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COORDINATION


The Ministry of Health will hold a meeting with the Health Cluster in the coming days in the
Commission Nationale de Coordination des Secours du Secteur. The MoH has invited the public,
national and international organizations, press and other institutions or individuals.



The Health Cluster has a new subgroup, Medicine and Medical Supplies, in addition to
already existing subgroups on health facilities, mobile clinics/primary care and public
health assessments.

CONTACTS

Pan American Health Organization
Emergency Operations Center, Washington D.C.
eoc@paho.org

Health Cluster in Haiti
hai.clustersante@paho.org

To subscribe to this mailing list, send an e-mail to: haiti.clustersante@paho.org
This document represents the information updates we received today. Please send your updates to
hai.clustersante@paho.org
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