Thursday, October 28, 2010
6:00 PM, EDT
EOC SITUATION REPORT #7
Cholera Outbreak in Haiti

Summary
•

As of today, Haiti’s Ministry of Public
Health and Population (MSPP - Ministère
de la santé publique et de la population) has
reported 4,649 cases and 305 deaths in four
departments. Artibonite and Central are the
most affected areas.

•

The MSPP is training community health
workers on the use of oral rehydration salts in order to provide treatment rapidly to the
population. In addition, twelve messages have been developed to be disseminated to the
public regarding hand washing, good hygiene and sanitation, safe food handling and others
that prevent the spread of disease.

•

Given the current situation, MSPP has established a flexible surveillance system to collect
daily data on cholera, and the participation of NGOs that provide medical care in displaced
person camps is critical. The MSPP with the support of PAHO will be holding trainings on
this surveillance system, taking into account the Internally Displaced Persons Surveillance
System (IDPSS) in order to create a clearer picture of the disease trend.

PAHO/WHO Response
•

Currently, PAHO does not recommend the use of cholera vaccination in Haiti as an
emergency response for the population or for health workers. Travelers to Haiti should be
informed on the potential risks of cholera, symptoms, precautions to avoid the disease, and
when and where to report cases either during their stay in Haiti or upon return to their
countries. PAHO recognizes that as conditions change, the use of this vaccine may be
advisable in the future. A position paper is available on the web.

•

PAHO continues to mobilize international experts including epidemiologists, risk
communication, case management, laboratory, water and sanitation, logistics, and
LSS/SUMA to Haiti and also to the Dominican Republic.
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•

PAHO coordinates these efforts with other UN agencies, and with health officials in the
U.S. and Canada. Relief efforts continue as the government, MINUSTAH, UN agencies and
NGOs continuing to provide assistance in a growing number of locations.

Health Partners Response
•

A team of White Helmets from Argentina is being mobilized to support LSS/SUMA (the
Logistics Support System) and other response activities and will arrive in Haiti on a
Saturday.

•

The Ministry of Health of Peru is sending a team to the Dominican Republic to support
response efforts including an epidemiologist, a case management specialist and a risk
communicator.

•

According to OCHA, on 27 October, UNICEF supplied 29 water quality testing kits as well
as 775 kilograms of chlorine to DINEPA for helicopter dispatch facilitated by MINUSTAH
to eight towns. UNICEF has also been working with partners to rapidly integrate prevention
and hygiene promotion messages in Child-Friendly Spaces and is working with other
partners such as Plan International to coordinate education and sensitization efforts and
trainings.

•

Partners in Health has distributed 250 hygiene kits, 200 cases of potable water and over 50
cases of rehydration salts to affected communities.

•

The WASH Cluster is developing a protocol for reducing the risk of contamination during
excreta treatment and disposal. Priorities of the WASH Cluster also emphasize sanitation in
hospitals and health facilities.

Cholera Key Facts
•

Cholera is an acute diarrheal infection caused by exposition, ingestion of food or water
contaminated with the bacterium Vibrio cholerae 0:1.

•

Provision of safe water and sanitation is critical in reducing the impact of cholera and other
waterborne diseases.

•

Up to 80% of cases can be successfully treated with oral rehydration salts.

•

There are an estimated 3–5 million cholera cases and 100,000–120,000 deaths due to
cholera every year around the world.
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Guidelines
Title of Guideline
The Global Task Force on Cholera Control

Link
English

Acute diarrhoeal diseases in complex emergencies: critical steps

English French

First steps for managing an outbreak of acute diarrhoea

English French

Cholera fact sheet

English French Spanish

Cholera outbreak: assessing the outbreak response and improving
preparedness
Management of Dead Bodies after Disasters: A Field Manual for
First Responders
Manual de Procedimientos Aislamiento, identificación y
caracterización de Vibrio cholerae
Diagnóstico de Vibrio cholerae y Salmonella
Prévention des maladies d’origine alimentaire: Cinq clefs pour
des aliments plus sûrs
Be a Better Donor: Practical Recommendations for Humanitarian
Aid
Procedures for identification of Vibrio cholerae in the
microbiology laboratory
Recommendations for cholera clinical management

Other Resources
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English French Portuguese
English French Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
French Creole
English Spanish
Spanish
English
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PAHO disasters homepage and PAHO’s main website.



Global Task Force on Cholera Control and WHO’s main website.



OCHA Crisis Information Centre on Haiti.



ReliefWeb Haiti Cholera Outbreak page.



Post-Earthquake Health Resources for Haiti by NIH Disaster Information Management
Research Center (updated for the cholera outbreak).



MINUSTAH (Mission des Nations Unies pour la Stabilisation en Haiti).



For constant updates on the cholera outbreak in Haiti and other international public health
information please check the PAHO EOC channel in Twitter.

The PAHO/WHO Emergency Operations Center will issue situation reports as the
situation requires.

Contact the PAHO EOC at +1 202 974 3399 or eoc@paho.org
Click here to view previous situation reports from the PAHO Emergency Operations Center.
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