Success chronicle
Crisis strengthens community
In the year 2000, an illegal group gave Víctor Darío Meneses, his
wife and his five daughters, a 48 hour notice to leave his
municipality: Puerto Rico, located south of Colombia, in the
Caquetá Department. He did not only have to leave his place of
origin but also his job as a river motorist alternated with his work as
a peasant.
Under the circumstances, he was forced to move to La Plata, Huila, where he has
already been living for nine years. Nowadays, he owns a food small family business,
where he produces typical regional cooking (arepas and tamales), produces that are
found in most of the municipality´s little grocery shops, guaranteeing him basic
income to survive along with his family.
Víctor Darío tells how his life changed in the blink of an eye, without him noticing
he was faced with a crisis situation from which he has tried to get the best out, “at the beginning it was dreadfully difficult,
before I had never been concerned for anyone´s life and I had not needed to ask for the State´s help”. We were about the
first displaced families who arrived to La Plata municipality, back then there were no IPD organizations and we did not know
each other. Hardship compelled us look for help. As an Acción Social demand, we had to get organized, and so I started to
work with community; I became aware of how important it was to get involved and work with others in order to improve
our situation…this changed my life: today, I find enormous joy when we can obtain some kind of benefit for everyone”,
Víctor Darío Meneses said.
This man, permanently enduring challenges, dedicates a great deal of his time to coordinate the Padre Pío Organization,
where he works with victims of illegal groups, like himself. Víctor Darío manages the implementation of community
productive projects in the area and activities that guarantee health services access to Internally Displaced Populations at the
Public Health Institution: San Sebastian, and at the hospital: San Antonio de Padua, in La Plata municipality.
For this purpose, he counts on the Pan‐American Health Organization‐ PAHO/WHO, and the support of the United States
Agency for International Development‐ USAID, who jointly with other State institutions, unite efforts with the community to
foster participatory processes through which the quality and opportunity of health services are constantly monitored.
According to Víctor Darío, over the last year such services have helped decrease access barriers, which in turn guarantees
quality and opportunity.

